
IN ONE OF MY LETTERS THAT I WROTE, BECAUSE  I WAS A LITTLE TEED OFF ABOUT THE TWO DETAILS THAT I HAD BEEN ASSIGNED (C.Q. AND THE GARBAGE ) , I WROTE " THAT THEY COULD TAKE AND SHOVE THOSE TWO STRIPES THAT THEY HAD GIVEN ME!!!".  I  FELT THAT I HAD EARNED THEM BY GOING TO SCHOOL BOTH IN BASIC  TRAINING AND AT  FORT BENNING, AND BESIDES I HAD NO AUTHORITY OVER ANY OTHER SOLDIER.  THIS LETTER EARNED ME A CALL INTO THE ORDERLY ROOM TO FACE THE OFFICER IN CHARGE OF CENSORING OUR MAIL!!  HE POLITELY SHOWED ME THE LETTER I HAD WRITTEN--ALL THAT WAS LEFT OF IT WAS A RAGGED PIECE OF PAPER--HE HAD CUT OUT ALL THE LINES THAT WERE NOT PERMISSIBLE.  THEN HE ASKED ME " DO YOU WANT ME TO MAIL IT LIKE THIS? "   SO I TOLD HIM TO FILE IT IN HIS WASTE BASKET!!  FROM THEN ON I NEVER WAS PUT IN CHARGE OF ANY DETAILS--THEY GOT THE POINT!!                                                        


ALTHOUGH I DIDN'T GO, THE COMPANY WENT OUT INTO THE SURROUNDING MOORS ON SEVERAL TRAINING EXERCISES.  THIS WAS THE SETTING FOR "THE HOUND OF THE BASKERVILLES" --SHERLOCK HOLMES" --"HOME OF SIR ARTHUR CONAD DOYLE'-- AND NEAR THE

"JAMAICIA INN".  AT THAT TIME THE REGIMENTAL HEADQUARTERS WAS CONDUCTING A RADIO SCHOOL FOR ALL OF THE RADIO OPERATORS IN THE 137TH INFANTRY.  THE REGIMENTAL HEADQUARTERS , THIRD BATTALION AND SPECIAL UNITS WERE ALL IN THE BODWIN COMPLEX.

THE REST OF THE REGIMENT WAS SCATTERED IN THE SMALL SURROUNDING VILLAGES AND IN SOME OF THE COASTAL TOWNS.


SEVERAL TIMES I WANDERED INTO BODMIN (IT WAS RIGHT NEXT TO THE CAMP) TO THE MOVIES.  IT WAS A SMALL THEATRE AND WHEN ONE ENTERED, AN USHER TOOK YOU TO BE SEATED.  THERE REALLY WAS NOT ANY PLACE TO SHOP THERE AS THE STORES APPEARED TO HAVE NEXT TO NOTHING IN THEM--EMPTY SHELVES--THIS MADE ME WONDER IF THE CIVILIANS HAD ANY FOOD TO EAT OR A SOLITARY THING TO BUY!!

DURING OUR STAY THERE, ON SUNDAY SEVERAL OF US G.I.'S WOULD ATTEND CHURCH AT THE LOCAL METHODIST CHURCH--THE SERVICE WAS GREAT AND VERY SIMILAR TO THE ONE IN TROY.  BUT THE BIG DIFFERENCE WAS THE WAY THE ENGLISH WOULD SING THE HYMNS--

THEY MUST HAVE ALL HAD TREMENDOUS VOICES!!  IT WAS IN BODMIN WHERE MY BUDDY--FRANK BAILEY MET HIS FUTURE WIFE MARY--SHE WAS ON HOLIDAY THERE AND WHEN THEY MET!!


AT THE RADIO SCHOOL I WAS ABLE TO AGAIN SEE SEVERAL OF MY OLD CAMP WOLTERS FRIENDS, AS MOST OF THEM ENDED UP IN THE THREE BATTALIONS OF THE 137TH INFANTRY.  ALSO I MET A FELLOW FROM WASHINGTON, MICHIGAN--CARL DAWSON, WHO WAS IN REGIMENTAL HEADQUARTERS RADIO SECTION.  MILTON MRJORIAN FROM DETROIT, MICHIGAN, A TRANSFER FROM THE 320TH REGIMENT BECAME THE OTHER RADIO OPERATOR FOR ANTI- TANK COMPANY, BUT BEFORE WE LEFT ENGLAND HE BECAME ILL AND LEFT FOR THE HOSPITAL.   HIS REPLACEMENT WAS WILLIAM SOLOMON FROM ENDICOTT, NEW YORK.

SERGEANT JESSE ISENAGLE, FROM GARDEN CITY, KANSAS WAS STILL OUR COMMUNICATION SERGEANT.


SOME OF OUR OFFICERS AND MEN DID A LITTLE BOXING JUST FOR THE EXERCISE--LT. REX HOPPER, PFC GARNETT POTTS AND SEVERAL OTHERS TOOK PART.  AS FOR ME , THOSE GUYS WERE TOO BIG AND WELL BUILT FOR ME TO FOOL WITH!!!


SEVERAL TIMES DURING THE NIGHT-TIME WE WERE ARROUSED FROM OUR SLEEP TO FALL OUT AND JUMP INTO THE TRENCHES NEAR THE BARRACKS  WHEN THE KRAUTS CAME OVER TO BOMB IN THE NEARBY VILLAGES.  THE SOUND OF THE PLANES, ANTI-AIRCRAFT, AND NOISE FROM THE EXPLODING BOMBS WAS TERRIFLYING!!


ON JUNE 25, 1944 WE MARCHED OUT TO A LEVEL FIELD OVERLOOKING A BLUFF AND LINED UP IN FORMATION FACING THAT BLUFF TO BE INSPECTED BY GENERAL DWIGHT EISENHOWER  (IKE), GENERAL GEORGE PATTON (OLD BLOOD AND GUTS), AND OUR OWN GENERAL PAUL BAADE AND REGIMENTAL COMMANDER COLONEL  GRANT LAYING.  SINCE THE REGIMENT WAS FROM KANSAS, AS WAS IKE, HE CIRCULATED AMONG THE ROWS OF TROOPS CHATTING AND VISITING WITH MANY OF THE MEN IN A FRIENDLY AND A COURTIOUS MANNER.  GEN. PATTON STAYED UP ON  THE BLUFF LOOKING US OVER IN HIS SULLEN ALMOST WORRIED LOOKING MANNER!!  SEEING THESE TWO GREAT MEN HAS ALWAYS DELIGHTED ME!!  (PATTON I SAW AGAIN AROUND THE MOSELLE RIVER AREA, BUT I DID NOT SEE ISENHOWER, UNTIL GENELLA AND I WENT TO THE AUTOMOBILE SHOW IN DETROIT AND HE HAPPENED TO BE THERE MAKING A SPEECH , WHEN HE RAN FOR PRESIDENT THE FIRST TIME. 
                           


 ON JULY 4, 1944 WE MARCHED OUT OF THE BODMIN COMPLEX WITH FULL FIELD PACKS, OUR RIFLES, A FULL BELT OF 30 CALIBER AMMO, A BANDLIER OFAMMO, OUR GAS MASKS, WITH OUR PLASTIC HELMET LINERS ON OUR HEAD, OUR STEEL OUTER HELMETS ON THE BACK OF OUR PACKS, AND OUR HUGE DUFFEL BAGS HUNG OVER OUR SOLDIERS!!

IT WAS A LONG HIKE DOWN TO THE RAILROAD SIDING AT "BODMIN ROAD", AND THE TERRIBLE THING ABOUT IT WAS THAT THE WEATHER WAS AS HOT OR HOTTER THAN ANY FOURTH OF JULY THAT I COULD REMEMBER!!  THIS WAS QUITE A LONG HIKE AND WE WERE GIVEN SEVERAL CHANCES TO STOP AND GET OUR BREATH.  PRIVATE DON CATER'S STEEL HELMET LINER SOMEHOW BECAME UNHOOKED AND FELL TO THE GROUND. HE RECOVERED IT AND WAS PROMPLY TOLD BY ONE OF OUR OFFICERS:  " HOPE YOUR THE FIRST ONE TO GET IT OVER THERE!!".

TO ME IT WAS A VERY DUMB STATEMENT, BUT PERHAPS IT WAS THE RESULT OF THE SCORCHING-HOT TEMPARTURE!!


AGAIN WE HAD A GREAT RIDE ON THE BRITISH RAILWAY SYSTEM TO A MARSHALING AREA, WHERE WE STAYED IN TENTS.  HERE OUR RADIOS, TRUCKS AND OTHER EQUIPMENT HAD TO BE WATER-PROOFED FOR THE ENGLISH CHANNEL CROSSING WITH A GOOEY PUTTY-LIKE PASTE AND THE TRUCKS HAD TO HAVE AN EXAUST EXTENSION INSTALLED SO THEY WOULD BE ABLE TO DRIVE THROUGH DEEP WATER --JUST IN CASE!!  FROM THE MARSHALING AREA WE MARCHED DOWN TO THE DOCKS AT FALMOUTH TO BOARD THE S.S. LOU GEHRIG--IT WAS A LIBERTY SHIP, AND ALL OF GUNS, TRUCKS AND OTHER EQUIPMENT WAS PUT DOWN IN THE HOLD, AS WE OCCUPIED THE UPPER DECKS OF THE SHIP.   ON JULY 6 OR JULY 7 WE SAILED OUT INTO THE ENGLISH CHANNEL.

KNOWING FULL WELL WHERE WE WERE OFF TO!! 


THE CHANNEL CROSSING WAS ROUGH AND OF COURSE THE TOP DECK WAS PACKED WITH SOLDIERS.  FOR OUR MEAL THAT DAY WE WERE ISSUED 10 IN 1 RATIONS.  THESE RATIONS CAME IN A 18 INCH BY 24 INCH BY 8 INCH BOX, MADE UP OF FOUR BOXES OF EQUAL SIZE, WHICH WERE SPLIT UP INTO ONE BOX OF EACH TYPE OF RATION TO FEED FIVE MEN.  THE FIRST PROBLEM WE HAD WAS WITH THE BREAKFAST RATION--IT CONTAINED A CAN OF RAW BACON!!  JUST HOW CAN ANYONE EAT RAW BACON OR FIND A WAY TO COOK IT ON A TROOP SHIP???  ONE QUICK THINKING 35TH DIVISION MAN SOLVED THE PROBLEM FOR EVERYONE--

HE PUT THE RAW BACON ON THE VERY HOT STEAM PIPES OF THE SHIP, WHERE IT COOKED ENOUGH TO BE EATTEN!!  THESE WERE VERY GOOD RATIONS AND THE REST OF THE CONTENTS GAVE US VERY LITTLE TROUBLE FOR THE REST OF THE VOYAGE!!


FINALLY WE CAME TO THE END OF OUR CROSSING THE ENGLISH CHANNEL , AS WE DROPPED ANCHOR JUST OFF OF OMAHA BEACH NEAR 

COLLEVILLE-SUR-MERE.   THE AREA WAS CROWDED WITH A GREAT FLEET OF SHIPS, BARRAGE BALLOONS, THE SHIPS THAT HAD BEEN SUNK TO MAKE A BREAKWATER, AND A GREAT NUMBER OF DUCKS (TRUCKS THAT WERE MADE TO TRAVEL ON LAND OR IN THE WATER).  IT WAS AN AWESOME SIGHT--UNFORGETABLE OR UNIMAGINABLE!!


THE NIGHT WAS SPENT ON THE SHIP AND ONE TIME A LUFTWAFFE PLANE CAME OVER ON A RECON MISSION AND THE ANTI-AIRCRAFT BATTERIES NEAR- BY OPENED UP ON HIM--MISSING OF COURSE!!  THE NEXT MORNING WE DISEMBARKED ONTO A LARGE BARGE MADE UP OF STEEL TANKS , AND WE WERE TAKEN UP TO THE SANDY BEACH WHERE THE INVASION HAD TAKEN PLACE A MONTH EARLIER.  FROM THERE WE WENT TO AN AREA THAT WAS UNDERCOVER WHERE OUR FIRST TASK WAS TO REMOVE THE WATERPROOFING PUTTY WE HAD PUT ON OUR RADIOS, TRUCKS AND OTHER EQUIPMENT.  THIS TOOK A LOT OF TIME TO GET ALL OF THE STICKY-GUMMY GOO OFF.  OUR SCR 284 AND THE SCR 300'S WERE THE WORST!!  OMAHA BEACH WAS A BUSY PLACE WITH ALL OF THE "DUCKS" GOING OUT TO THE SHIPS AND BRINGING ONTO SHORE   THE SUPPLIES AND MATERIALS TO BE UNLOADED ON THE BEACH.  THAT EVENING WE AGAIN MOUNTED UP READY TO MOVE OUT UNDER THE COVER OF DARKNESS, AND IN A SHORT TIME WE SIGHTED THE FLASHES OF ARTILLERY FIRE ON THE FRONT LINES--SOON WE WOULD NOT ONLY SEE THE FLASHES BUT THE SOUND OF THE EXPLODING SHELLS, AND ALL OF THIS WAS SCARY--THE FRONT LINES OF THE INFANTRY WERE CLOSE IN FRONT OF US.  SOON WE WERE STOPPED BY A SOLDIER,  AND HE ASKED "WHERE ARE YOU GOING?".  "YOU KNOW THAT THERE IS NOTHING AHEAD OF YOU BUT GERMANS" !!   LUCKY US , WE COULD HAVE BECOME CASUALITIES THE FIRST DAY IN NORMANDY!!

THE BATTLE IN NORMANDY


THE OFFICER IN CHARGE TOOK ANOTHER LOOK AT HIS MAPS  AND OVERLAYS AND DISCOVERED HIS MISTAKE , AND WE CONTINUED ON OUR WAY TO THE RIGHT AREA.   OUR COMPANY COMMAND POST WAS IN A SMALL FIELD SURROUNDED BY HEDGE ROWS, SUNKEN ROADS, AND AN ENTRANCE ROAD.  THE FIRST PRIORITY WAS TO INSTALL TELEPHONE LINES TO THE REGIMENTAL COMMAND POST.  SGT. ISENAGLE AND CAPTAIN RICHARDSON TOLD SOLLIE AND I THAT IT WAS ONLY A SHORT DISTANCE AND TOLD US THE DIRECTION TO SET OUT LAYING THE WIRE ON THE GROUND ,  SO WE STARTED OUT UNWINDING THE WIRE FROM THE HAND HELD SPOOL.  AFTER WE DISTURBED A SOLDIER IN A FOX HOLE, WE RAN OUT OF WIRE--RIGHT THEN WE REALIZED THAT WE HAD MADE A BIG MISTAKE IN THE DIRECTION WE HAD TAKEN!!  WE THEN REWOUND THE WIRE ON THE SPOOL--IT WAS STILL DARK, SO WE WERE INSTRUCTED TO LAY THE WIRE ALONG THE ROAD, WHICH WE DID FOR TEMPORARY COMMUNICATION WITH OUR REGIMENT HEADQUARTERS.  


THEN CAME THE TASK OF DIGGING OUR FIRST FOX HOLES (SLIT TRENCHES) BEFORE WE COULD CATCH A BIT OF SLEEP.  IT WAS VERY HARD TO GO TO SLEEP WITH ALL OF THE BRILLIANT LIGHT FROM THE ARTILLERY SHELLS BURSTING AND THE ALMOST CONSTANT NOISE.

WHEN DAYLIGHT BROKE, WE FINALLY COULD SEE WHERE WE HAD SPENT THE NIGHT--IN ONE OF NORMANDYS' MANY APPLE ORCHARDS.


DURING THE NIGHT OUR TELEPHONE LINE WAS TORE UP BY THE MANY TRUCKS AND TANKS USING THE NEARBY ROAD.  IN DAYLIGHT IT HAD BECAME QUITE CLEAR WHERE WE HAD ERRED THE NIGHT BEFORE, AND IN A FEW MINUTES THE LINE TO THE REGIMENTAL SWITCHBOARD WAS INSTALLED AND WORKING.  MANY TIMES GERMAN 88'S WOULD CUT THE LINE AND SOLLIE AND I WOULD GO OUT TO SPLICE THE BROKEN WIRES WHILE THOSE SHELLS WOULD BURST NEAR US--IT WAS SCARRY, BUT PART OF OUR JOB!!  ON ONE OCCASION WE RETURNED FROM REPAIRING A BROKEN WIRE AND ONE OF OUR MEN TOLD US THAT HE ALMOST SHOT US--BELIEVING WE WERE KRAUT SOLDIERS.  HE WAS ON GUARD AT THE ENTRANCE TO THE COMPANY AREA AND WORE THICK GLASSES AND APPARENTLY COULDN'T SEE TOO WELL---HE WAS PVT. JOHN HOSTY FROM CONN.  WE WERE NEAR THE SMALL TOWN OF LE MEAUFFE, NORTH OF ST. LO, WHERE THE 137TH HAD RELIEVED THE 119TH REGIMENT OF THE 30TH INFANTRY DIVISION.  THE RIFLE TROOPS HAD MARCHED FROM OMAHA BEACH TO THE FRONT LINES--ABOUT 7 MILES--THIS WAS ON JULY 9, 1944-- ON JULY 10 THE FIRST BATTLE ORDER WAS ISSUED BY DIVISION HEADQUARTERS TO ATTACK THE NEXT MORNING ON GERMAN POSITIONS FROM THE VIRE RIVER TOWARD LE CARILLON.  AN ARTILLERY BARRAGE PRECEDED THE ATTACK--REGIMENTAL CASUALTIES FOR THE DAY WERE 12 KILLED, 96 WOUNDED AND 18 MISSING IN ACTION.  THE FRONT ON OUR LEFT WAS OCCUPIED BY THE 320TH INFANTRY REGIMENT , WITH THE 29TH DIVISION ON THEIR LEFT--ON THE RIGHT WAS THE 30TH INFANTRY DIVISION.  THE MAIN OBJECTIVE OF THESE THREE DIVISIONS WAS THE LIBERATION OF THE CITY OF ST. LO.  SOON AFTER THE ATTACK BEGAN, COL. LAYNG OUR REGIMENTAL COMMANDING OFFICER RECEIVED WOUNDS TO HIS FACE AND LEGS BY ENEMY MACHINE GUN FIRE--HE NEVER RETURNED TO THE OUTFIT, AND WAS REPLACED BY ASSISANT DIVISION COMMANDER BRIGADIER GENERAL EDMUND SEBREE   AT 0830 AND HE WAS REPLACED BY COLONEL HAROLD EMERY THAT NIGHT.  THE GERMANS FACING US WERE THE 879TH, 898TH, AND 899TH INFANTRY REGIMENTS OF KAMPT GRUPPE KENTNER COMMANDED BY COL. GENERAL KETNER.


ON JULY 12 THE ATTACK AGAIN RESUMED, THE CHURCH AT ST. GILLES WAS LIBERATED AND SOME GROUND GAINED.  CASUALTIES FOR THE DAY WERE 7 KILLED, 74 WOUNDED AND 7 MISSING.  HEAVY MOTAR AND ARTILLERY FIRE HAD CONTINUED ALL DAY.


JULY 13TH THE REGIMENT CAPTURED 47 PRISONERS--THESE WERE MOSTLY OF POLISH, AUSTRIAN, AND CZECH DESCENT.  MORE ENEMY TERRITORY WAS CAPTURED,  WITH THE HEAVIEST LOSSES OF MEN TO DATE-21 KILLED, 87 WOUNDED, AND 17 MEN MISSING.


IN THE NORMANDY CAMPAIGN WE LOST TWO MEN-- PVT. MARVIN GARNESS, A QUIET-GOOD LOOKING SOLDIER FROM MINNASOTA WHO WAS KILLED,  AND THE OFFICER IN CHARGE OF COMMUNICATIONS AND RECONNAISSANCE--FIRST LT. ROBERT DICKENS, A RED HEADED, WEST POINT GRADUATE FROM ATLANTA, GEORGIA HAD ONE OF HIS LEGS BLOWN OFF BY ENEMY ARTILLERY SHELLS.


FRIDAY, JULY 14TH AGAIN WAS A DAY OF HEAVY FIGHTING WITH A GAIN OF SOME MORE GROUND--THIS DAY THE CASUALTIES COUNT WAS:

17 KILLED, 106 WOUNDED AND 4 MISSING.  FORTY PRISONERS WERE CAPTURED BY THE 137TH!!


THE ATTACK ON JULY 15TH WAS MET BY HEAVY ARTILLERY FIRE--THIS PLUS THE MORTAR AND MACHINE GUN FIRE RESULTED IN NO GAINS ON THIS DAY!!  LOSSES THIS DAY AMOUNTED TO 16 MEN KILLED, 100

WOUNDED AND 1 MISSING.  TOTAL PRISONERS FOR THE DAY--25.


WHEN WE RECEIVED REPLACEMENTS FOR THE REGIMENT, THEY WERE ALL YOUNG MEN WHO HAD HAD ONLY 6 WEEKS OF TRAINING AND NO FUROUGH HOME BEFORE BEING SENT OVERSEAS---SOME WERE CRYING AND I PERSONNALLY FELT SORRY FOR THEM.  I WROTE HOME TO BROTHER BILL TO JOIN ONE OF THE SERVICES AND NOT TO BE DRAFTED AND END UP LIKE THE FIRST REPLACEMENTS WE HAD RECEIVED!!!


THE 16TH OF JULY WAS A SUNDAY AND THE REGIMENT CONTINUED TO ADVANCE FORWARD FOR A TOTAL OF 600 YDS--5 MEN KILLED, 23 WOUNDED AND 2 MISSING IN ACTION.


THE FIRST AND SECOND BATTALIONS JUMPED OFF EARLY ON THE 17TH AND GAINED THE HIGHWAY SOUTHEAST OF PONT HEBERT AND ON JULY 18TH HAD REACHED ITS OBJECTIVE ON THE NORTH BANK OF THE VIRE RIVER A STONES THROW WEST OF THE CITY OF ST. LO!!  WE HAD MOVED WITH THE ANTI-TANK CO. COMMAND POST TO SEVERAL OTHER POSITIONS FROM OUR ORIGINAL LOCATION, AND WHEN THE REGIMENT HAD REACHED ITS OBJECTIVE,  THE THREE 57MM ANTI-TANK PLATOONS RETURNED TO BE WITH THE MINE PLATOON AND THE COMPANY HEADQUARTERS.  DURING THE THESE TWO DAYS OF COMBAT THE REGIMENTAL LOSSES WERE 13 KILLED, 57 WOUNDED AND 7 MISSING---PRISONERS TAKEN--51!!


THE ARMY AIR FORCE PUT ON A BIG SHOW WHEN THEY BOMBED THE CITY OF ST. LO--WE WERE ON A HILL OVER-LOOKING THE CITY AND SO NOT ONLY SAW THE FLASH OF THE BOMBS, BUT EXPERIENCED THE 

SOUNDS OF THE BOMBING PLANES AND THE SOUND OF THE EXPLOSION

OF THE TONS OF BOMBS DROPPED!!


ON JULY 19TH THE CITY OF ST. LO WAS LIBERATED BY A TASK FORCE OF THE 134TH REGIMENT AND THE 29TH INFANTRY DIVISION--DUE CREDIT MUST ALSO BE GIVEN TO THE INFANTRYMEN OF THE 137TH WHO FOUGHT A TOUGH FIGHT TO BE THE FIRST IN THE DIVISION TO REACH IT'S

OBJECTIVE OVERLOOKING THE CITY!!  THE 29TH DIVISION HAS ALWAYS TAKEN FULL CREDIT FOR LIBERATING ST. LO, BUT THAT IS NOT SO!!!


THE AREA WHERE THE COMPANY WAS ALL TOGETHER WAS ON A HILL AND DURING OUR STAY THERE I CAN REMEMBER LAYING IN MY SLIT TRENCH WITH ALL OF MY CLOTHES ON INCLUDING MY BOOTS AND MY STEEL HELMIT.  IT WAS RAINING AND THE WATER WAS RUNNING DOWN MY NOSE--MY PAUNCHO KEPT MY BODY HALF-WAY DRY--BUT I WAS MISERABLE!!  WHILE IN THIS AREA, TWO OF OUR MEN CAME BACK TO THEIR PLATOON WITH SOME LIBERATED FRENCHMANS' CHICKENS.  IN A VERY SHORT TIME ALONG CAME A FRENCH LIASON OFFICER AND THE "MAD AS HELL FARMER" LOOKING FOR THE TWO G.I.S AND THE BIRDS!!

SGT. CRITCHLOW  QUICKLY HID HIS MEN AND THE BIRDS, AND WHEN THEY ASKED ABOUT THE POULTRY AND THE TWO THIEVES, THEY WERE TOLD THAT THAT NO-ONE FROM THE ANTI-TANK COMPANY HAD BROUGHT BACK ANY CHICKENS, AND THAT IT MUST HAVE BEEN A COUPLE OF SOLDIERS FROM ANOTHER OUTFIT!!  WHERE THE CHICKENS ENDED UP WAS NEVER REVEILED, BUT I KNOW MY BUDDIES BOB LEE AND DON BLACK MUST HAVE GOTTEN A GOOD CHEWING FROM THEIR PLATOON SERGEANT!!


SHORTLY AFTER ARRIVING IN NORMANDY, CAPTAIN RICHARDSON CAME AROUND WITH A PAIR OF HAND OPERATED HAIR-CUTTING SHEARS

AND TOLD US  "CUT EACH OTHERS HAIR, AND I MEAN ALL OF IT, OR I'LL DO THE JOB FOR YOU!".  SO WE ALL BECAME BARBERS AND CUT EACH OTHERS HAIR OFF CLEAR DOWN TO THE SCALP!!   THE CURLY HAIRED BOYS WERE NOT TOO HAPPY!!!  THE MAIN REASON FOR THE SHORT HAIR CUT WAS THE PREVERANCE OF LICE IN EUROPE--ESPECIALLY WHERE THE KRAUT SOLDIERS HAD BILLETED.


AFTER THE BATTLE FOR ST. LO WAS OVER, WE AGAIN MOVED UP AND PASSED THROUGH ST. LO--OR WHAT WAS LEFT OF IT--IT APPEARED TO BE TOTALLY DESTROYED.


DURING THE NORMANDY CAMPAIGN OUR TWO AXLE DODGE POWER WAGON WAS TAKEN AWAY FROM US TO BE USED BY THE REGIMENT TO PICK UP THE AMERICAN AND GERMAN SOLDIERS KILLED IN ACTION.  OUR EQUIPMENT AND BELONGINGS WERE UNLOADED AND PUT ON THE GROUND WITH A TARP OVER THEM.  A  LIEUTENANT WAS IN CHARGE OF THIS OPERATION WITH OUR DRIVER ZEKE LAWSON DOING THE DRIVING--BEHIND IT HE PULLED A LARGE ARMY TRAILER TO PUT THE BODIES IN--BOTH TRUCK AND TRAILER HAD RED CROSS BANNERS ON TOP OF THEM TO IDENTIFY THEM AS NOT BEING COMBAT VEHICLES.  ALSO RECRUITED FROM ANTI-TANK CO. WERE TWO OF OUR BUDDIES--PRIVATE HARRY KINGSBURY OF NEW BRITAIN, CONN. AND PRIVATE JOSEPH KANE OF ATLANTIC CITY, NEW JERSY.  THIS TEAM PICKED UP ALL OF THE BODIES DURING THE NORMANDY CAMPAIGN AND FOR MY PART, I'VE ALWAYS BELIEVED THAT  THESE FOUR MEN SHOULD HAVE RECEIVED SOME KIND OF SPECIAL MEDAL FOR THS PERIOUS DUTY THEY PERFORMED!!!  WHEN THEY DISCOVERED A BODY, A ROPE WAS ATTACHED TO IT TO, AND THEN IT WAS PULLED, TO MAKE SURE THAT THE KRAUTS HADN'T BOOBYTRAPPED  IT.   THE BODIES WERE THEN DELIVERED TO "GRAVES REGISTRATION".


ON THE 20TH OF JULY  THE REGIMENTAL CASUALTIES WERE 1 KILLED, 5 WOUNDED, AND 2 MISSING IN ACTION.  ON THE 21ST--0 KILLED, 7 WOUNDED AND 1 MISSING--THE 22ND  SAW 0 KILLED, 4 WOUNDED AND 0 MISSING--- ON JULY 23, THE COUNT WAS 1 KILLED, 6 WOUNDED, AND 1 MISSING.  ON JULY 24TH THE REGIMENT WAS IN A DEFENSIVE STATUS.  THE 2ND INFANTRY DIVISION WAS ON THE LEFT OF THE 35TH AND THE 30TH DIVISION WAS ON OUR RIGHT.  AND 1 MAN WAS KILLED AND ONE WOUNDED ON THAT DAY.  COL. EMERY WAS SENT BACK TO THE HOSPITAL AND COL. ROBERT SEARS BECAME THE 137TH REGIMENTAL

COMMANDER.  THE ARMY AIR FORCE CAME OUT ON THE 25TH WITH 3,000 PLANES TO BOMB THE FRONT LINES WITH EVERY TYPE OF AIRCRAFT THEY HAD--THE NOISE WAS  FRIGHTENING AND THE WIND WAS HIGH ENOUGH TO MAKE A SHELTER HALF ON A LINE STICK STRAIGHT OUT!!  SOME OF THE FIRST PLANES WERE HIT BY GERMAN ANTI-AIRCRAFT GUNS AND EITHER EXPLODED OR CAME DOWN, SOME TIMES ALL OF THE AIRMEN WOULD ESCAPE, BUT MANY TIMES NONE OR ONLY PART WERE LUCKY ENOUGH TO  ESCAPE WITH THEIR LIVES.  THIS OPERATION WAS ONE THAT I WILL NEVER FORGET.  ALSO ON THE 25TH 2 MEN WERE KILLED AND 3 INJURED DUE TO GERMAN PLANES BOMBING OUR AREA---3 PRISONERS CAPTURED.

ENEMY BOMBERS AGAIN ATTACKED ON THE 26TH RESULTING IN NO DEATHS, BUT 5 MEN BEING WOUNDED.   OUR 1ST BATTALION WAS ATTACHED TO THE 134TH` REGIMENT OF THE 35TH DIVISION ON THE  27TH AND 28TH ---2 MEN WERE WOUNDED THAT DAY AND 1 MAN ON THE 29TH.


ON ONE OCCASION WE HAD MOVED UP TO A NEW AREA, THERE WE PUT IN OUR TELEPHONE LINE. AND STARTED TO DIG OUR SLIT TRENCH---THE GROUND WAS SO ROCKY THAT WE HAD TO GET A PICK AND SHOVEL FROM ONE OF OUR TRUCKS--WHEN FINISHED WE WERE TOLD TO GET READY TO MOVE RIGHT AWAY---SEEMS THAT THE REGIMENTAL

LIASON OFFICER HAD FAILED TO SHOW UP AT ONE OR SEVERAL OF THE BATTALION HEADQUARTERS WITH THE MAPS, OVERLAYS, AND ORDERS FOR THE NEXT DAYS BATTLE.  THE GERMANS WOULD KNOW

THE EXACT LOCATIONS OF EVERY COMMAND POST AND THE ARTILLERY

POSITIONS IF BY CHANCE THEY HAD CAPTURED THESE MEN.  ONE OF OUR JEEP DRIVERS WAS ASSIGNED THE JOB OF DRIVING THIS OFFICER EVERY DAY---PFC HAROLD ARMSTRONG OF CALIFORNIA..  THE ANTI TANK CO. MESSENGER ASSIGNED TO MESSAGE CENTER WAS PVT. JOHN HENNESSEY OF  CONN. AND ON THIS PARTICULAR DAY HE DECIDED TO RIDE ALONG TO HAVE SOMETHING TO DO.  WE ENDED UP IN AN AREA WHERE SOLLIE AND I FOUND A SLIT TRENCH WITH A COVER, SO WE CLAIMED IT AS OUR OWN!!  THEN THE TASK OF PUTTING IN OUR LINE TO THE REGIMENTAL HEADQUARTERS SWITCH BOARD HAD TO BE RESOLVED---WE TOOK OFF AND DID NOT FIND THE PLACE WE WERE LOOKING FOR---ONLY A LOT OF DEAD- SMELLY CATTLE AND A LOT OF WRECKED FRENCH BUILDINGS--WE RETURNED TO OUR AREA AND SGT. ISENAGLE MADE ARRANGEMENTS TO TIE INTO THE LINE OF A NEARBY OUTFIT.  THAT NIGHT THE WHOLE LUFTWAFFE AIRFORCE WAS OUT AND DID WE GET A LOT OF BOMBS DROPPED ON US.  THE NEXT DAY WE LEARNED WHAT HAD HAPPENED---THE AREA WE HAD MOVED FROM WAS TORN ALL UP FROM THE BOMBING ATTACK.  ARMSTRONG AND HENNESSEY HAD BECAME PRISONERS OF THE KRAUT ARMY AND THEIR OFFICER HAD BEEN KILLED---THEY HAD RUN INTO A GERMAN AMBUSH.  LUCKY FOR US WE HAD MOVED THAT DAY.  ARMSTRONG AND HENNESSEY BOTH SURVIVED BEING PRISONERS.


ON JULY 30TH THE REGIMENT BECAME PART OF TASK FORCE "S" , ITS OBJECTIVES WERE TO GAIN THE HIGH GROUND SOUTH-EAST OF BRECTEUVILLE AND THE HIGH GROUND NORTH OF THE VIRE RIVER NEAR TESSY SUR VIRE.  THIS TASK FORCE INCLUDED THE 219TH FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALION, THE 737TH TANK BATTALION LESS ONE COMPANY, COMPANY "B" OF THE 60TH ENGINEERS, COMPANY "B" OF THE 110TH MEDICS, ONE COMPANY OF THE 634 TANK DESTROYER BATTALION,

ONE PLATOON OF THE 35TH RECON TROOPS, AND A DETACHMENT FROM THE 35TH SIGNAL COMPANY.  1 OFFICER AND 6 ENLISTED MEN WERE WOUNDED ON THE 30TH AND 2 MEN KILLED, 19 WOUNDED ON THE 31ST.

                                                      AUGUST 1944


EARLY ONE MORNING I WAS TOLD TO GET ONE OF OUR SCR 300

RADIOS AND ACCOMPANY ONE OF THE ANTI-TANK COMPANY OFFICERS.

WE MOVED ALONG A SUNKEN ROAD WITH THE RIFLE COMPANIES TO A SMALL HAMLET--THERE THE KRAUT ARTILLERY BARRAGE HIT US---WE WENT INTO A SMALL BUILDING THERE, BUT THE RIFLE TROOPS REMAINED ON THE ROAD USING THEIR ARMY SHOVELS TO DIG A PLACE TO GET SOME PROTECTION FROM THE EXPLODING SHELLS.  THEY FINALLY MOVED ON, BUT THE OFFICER AND I REMAINED AT BATTALION HEADQUARTERS.  WHEN THERE, A GERMAN SNIPER IN ONE OF THE BUILDINGS SHOT ONE OF THE MEN IN THE CALF OF HIS LEG.  THE G.I. WAS REALLY MAD, SO AN EFFORT WAS MADE TO FIND THE KRAUT SNIPER.  HE WASN'T REALLY FOUND, BUT A LOT OF HAND GRENADES WERE THROWN INTO THE NEARBY HOUSES.  THEY AND THE INCOMING ARTILLERY SHELLS MADE A TERRIBLE RACKET!!!  MY OFFICER DECIDED HE NEEDED TO SEND A MESSAGE BACK TO REGIMENTAL HEADQUARTERS---THIS COULD NOT BE DONE ON THE SCR 300, AS IT WAS A VOICE ONLY RADIO.

WE FOUND THE BATTALION JEEP WITH A SCR 284 RADIO IN IT---ONE OF MY CAMP WOLTERS BUDDIES WAS THE OPERATOR AND I HAD HIM CODE THE MESSAGE AND SEND IT ON TO ITS DESTINATION.  AT THIS TIME WE WERE USING A BRITISH SYSTEM OF CODING AND DECODING MESSAGES--IT WAS CALLED THE SLIDE-EX SYSTEM.


 
THE ATTACK BY TASK FORCE "S" BEGAN ON AUG. 1 AT 5:30 WITH THE 3RD BATTALION ON THE RIGHT AND THE 1ST ON THE LEFT--THE 2ND WAS IN RESERVE.  ON THIS OPERATION THE THREE BATTALIONS OF THE 137TH REGIMENT CROSSED THE VIRE RIVER  CASUALITIES FOR THE THREE DAYS WERE 19 MEN KILLED, 145 MEN WOUNDED, AND 9 MEN MISSING IN ACTION.  ONLY 11 PRISONERS WERE TAKEN.  THE TASK FORCE CONTINUED TO ATTACK ON AUG. 4TH AND REACHED ITS OBJECTIVE ON THAT DAY----TASK FORCE "S" CEASED TO OPERATE AFTER THE 4TH.

ON THIS DAY 9 WERE KILLED, 96 WOUNDED, 25 WERE MISSING IN ACTION,

AND NO PRISONERS WERE TAKEN!!


ONE NIGHT I LAY DOWN IN MY NEWLY DUG SLIT TRENCH AND JUST GOT TO SLEEP AND SOMETHING WAS THROWING DIRT IN MY FACE--ALTHOUGH THE AMERICAN AND KRAUT MACHINE GUNS WERE GOING FULL BLAST, IT DIDN'T TAKE ME LONG TO FIGURE OUT WHAT WAS HAPPENING!!  SOME LITTLE VARMIT WAS BURROWING ABOVE MY HEAD AND KICKING THE DIRT IN MY FACE!!  QUICKLY I GRABBED A ROCK AND SHOVED IT INTO HIS HOLE AND PUT AN END TO THAT!!  SOON I WAS BACK NAPPING. AT THIS TIME OF YEAR IN NORMANDY IT REMAINED DAYLIGHT UNTIL NEARLY 11:PM


THE HEDGEROWS WERE A BIG PROBLEM, AS THE GERMANS WOULD TUNNEL THROUGH THEM AND COULD EASILY SLIP FROM ONE FIELD TO ANOTHER WITHOUT BEING DETECTED.  ONE G.I. SOLVED THIS PROBLEM BY SUGGESTING THAT THEY SHOULD WELD SOME STEEL ARMS ON THE FRONT OF THE TANKS SO THE TANKS COULD PLOUGH RIGHT THROUGH THE HEDGEROWS TO THE NEXT FIELD , FOLLOWED BY THE FOOT SOLDIERS---THIS SOLVED THAT PROBLEM!!  THE KRAUTS ALSO STRUNG TIGHT WIRES ACROSS THE ROADS WHICH WOULD DECAPITATE THE DRIVERS AND PASSENGERS IN OUR JEEPS AND TRUCKS--THIS WAS TAKEN CARE OF BY WELDING AN UPRIGHT ARM ON THE VEHICLES TO CATCH AND BREAK THE WIRES!!


ON THE 5TH OF AUGUST THE REGIMENT MOVED TO AN ASSEMBLY AREA NORTH OF BEAUMESNIL AND WAS PREPARING FOR A MOVE AWAY FROM THE NORMANDY AREA.  ONE NIGHT WHILE IN THIS AREA THE KRAUT PLANES CAME OUT TO GIVE US SOME OF THEIR BOMBS,  MOST OF THESE WERE SMALL BOMBS CONTAINED IN A CANISTER, WHICH WHEN DROPPED, OPENED UP AND SCATTERED THESE SMALL BOMBS IN A WIDE AREA.  THE SOUND OF THEM EXPLODING SOUNDED LIKE POPCORN POPPING!!  ONE OF THESE BOMBS ENTERED THE CRAW HOLE TO WORTH STANCILS SLIT TRENCH WHICH WAS DUG NEXT TO A HEDGEROW AND COVERED.  STANCILS FEET WERE BY THE ENTRANCE AND COVERED WITH A BLANKET  THIS BOMB BLEW OFF ONE OF HIS FEET---THIS REALLY MADE HIM MAD AND HE CURSED OUT THE KRAUTS.  ALSO AT THIS AREA AN EMPTY FUEL TANK FROM AN AIRCRAFT LANDED ALMOST ON MY SLIT TRENCH--WHAT A NIGHT THAT WAS!!!  THE FRENCH MEN WERE ALREADY PUTTING THE TILE ROOFS BACK ON THEIR BUILDINGS.  ON AUG. 5TH AND 6TH  1 MAN WAS KILLED, 2 WOUNDED AND 8 MISSING.


 AT 5:30 P.M. ON AUG. 6 THE REGIMENT LEFT THE ST. LO-VIRE AREA IN A CONVOY THROUGH PONTFARCY, THE "COPPER" TOWN OF VILLENDIEU, THEN TO PONTS WITHIN SIGHT OF AVRANCHES AND THE GREAT FRENCH TOURIST ATTRACTION OF MONT SAINT MICHEL.  IT WAS ALONG THIS ROUTE THAT SUDDENLY THERE WAS A BUMP-BUMP- BUMP AND WE REALIZED THAT OUR COMMUNICATION TRUCK HAD A FLAT TIRE ON THE LEFT REAR--ZEKE SLOWLY PULLED IT OVER TO THE SIDE OF THE HIGHWAY TO AWAIT THE MECANICS TRUCK WHICH WAS AT THE REAR OF THE ANTI-TANK COMPANY CONVOY.  OUR MECHANICS--BUD SLATER, FROM KANSAS, ARCHIE KENT FROM OHIO AND THIR SERGEANT HOWARD FENWICK FROM KANSAS QUICKLY PUT US ON A NEW TIRE AND WE WERE AGAIN ON OUR WAY.  THE PROBLEM WAS---OUR COMPANY CONVOY WAS WAY UP THE ROAD AND SO WE PROCEEDED TO PASS THE OTHER UNITS CONVOYS, BUT MANAGED TO REACH THE LAST TRUCK OF THE ANTI-TANK CO.  BY THEN THE WHOLE CONVOY HAD CAME TO A SCREAMING HALT.  AN M.P. DIRECTING TRAFFIC ORDERED ZEKE TO PULL OVER INTO THE ANTI-TANK COVOY IN FRONT OF OUR MECHANICS TRUCK, BUT ZEKE PROTESTED AND TOLD HIM THAT WE BELONGED IN THE THIRD SPOT AT THE FRONT.  THE M.P. WAS NOT ONE OF OUR 35TH DIVISION M.P.S AND HE TOLD US IN NO UNCERTAIN TERMS THAT WE WEREN'T GOING ANYWHERE!!  WE STAYED IN THAT POSITION WHILE ENEMY PLANES CAME OVER ONLY FOR RECONNISSANCE PURPOSES.  WHEN THE DAYLIGHT FADED THE CONVOY AGAIN RESUMED ITS JOURNEY USING THEIR BLACKOUT LIGHTS--I WAS AS NERVOUS AS A CAT BECAUSE OF THE KRAUT PLANES!!  ALL OF A SUDDEN THE WHOLE SKY LIT UP AND THE CONVOY CAME TO A QUICK HALT AND THE ORDERS WERE PASSED BACK TO DISMOUNT AND TAKE COVER!!  THIS WAS DONE IN SUCH A HURRY 

