
THAT I BUSTED MY LIP AND SOLLIE BROKE HIS GLASSES SLIDING DOWN A ROCKY EMBANKMENT TO SEEK COVER.  FINALLY WE FOUND A HUGE PILE OF BUNDLED STICKS TO GET BEHIND--THE FRENCH TIED THESE SMALL, LONG STICKS IN BUNDLES AND STACKED THEM IN HUGE PILES TO BE USED AS FIREWOOD--THEY WERE GREAT PROTECTION, AS WE LAY IN THE PRONE POSITION BEHIND THE PILE, JUST AS ALL HELL BROKE LOOSE!!!   THE CHANDELIERS (FLARES) MADE IT AS LIGHT AS DAYTIME, AND SOON THE KRAUT DIVEBOMBERS WERE DIVING AND DROPPING THEIR MANY TONS OF DEATH!!  WHEN THE FLARES HAD FINALLY BURNT OUT, THE WORD WAS PASSED OUT TO MOUNT UP--THE TOWN WAS ON FIRE AND MOST OF THE BUILDINGS WERE DEMOLISHED, PLUS THE ROAD WAS FULL OF HOLES.  THE MOVE WAS ONLY FOR A SHORT DISTANCE TO A SMALL FIELD NEAR THE RAILROAD OVERPASS, AND THERE I WAS ORDERED TO GO OUT TO THE HIGHWAY AND ASK ALL PASSING JEEPS AND TRUCKS AND ANYONE WALKING IF THERE WERE ANY OF THE MEN FROM ANTI-TANK AMONGST THEM.  MANY OF THE MEN FROM THE COMPANY WEREN'T ACCOUNTED FOR!!  SEEMS LIKE I WAS OUT THERE FOREVER  IN THE OPEN TRYING TO FIND THE MISSING MEN,  FINALLY ONE OF OUR MEN CAME TO TELL ME TO RETURN TO OUR AREA, AND WE AGAIN PROCEEDED ON OUR WAY.  THIS TIME WE ENDED UP QUITE A WAYS OUTSIDE OF THE TOWN IN AN OPEN FIELD, AND I AGAIN CONTINUED TO QUESTION THE MEN ON FOOT AS WELL THE ONES IN THE TRUCKS AND JEEPS TO SEE IF ANY OF MY BUDDIES WERE THERE--

I DIDN'T FIND ANYONE, BUT BY THIS TIME I HAD BECOME VERY EXAUSTED.  SOON A RELIEF MAN CAME OUT TO TAKE MY PLACE AND THE CONTINUED NOISE OF THE BOMBING OF ST. HILAIRE  COULD BE HEARD!!


OUR ANTI-TANK COMPANY ONLY HAD ONE CASUALTY--MY BUDDY MAX HILER FROM WATERVIET, MICHIGAN HAD BEEN HIT IN THE UPPER LEG BY SHRAPNEL FROM THE GERMAN BOMBS--(HE WAS GRAVELY WOUNDED, BUT SURVIVED AFTER SPENDING 9 MONTHS IN  HOSPITALS).  THERE ALSO WAS QUITE A LARGE NUMBER OF OUR MEN MISSING, BUT WITHIN 2 OR 3 DAYS THEY WERE ALL ACCOUNTED FOR--

THE 137TH LOST 4 MEN KILLED, 3 WOUNDED, AND 1 MISSING DUE TO THIS BOMBING OF ST HILAIRE!!


THIS STORY HAS ALWAYS BEEN CALLED BY ME "THE LUCKY FLAT TIRE"--HAVING THE FLAT TIRE PUT US NEXT TO THE REAR VEHICLE

INSTEAD OF 3RD FROM THE FRONT OF THE CONVOY AND CONSEQUENTLY INSTEAD OF BEING IN THE CENTER OF ST. HILAIRE WE ENDED UP IN THE OUTSKIRTS OF THE CITY!!!  AGAIN IT WAS ANOTHER LUCKY BREAK FOR ME!!!  


WHEN WE LEFT THE NORMANDY AREA OF THE FIRST U.S, ARMY WE WERE BEING GIVEN BACK TO THE THIRD ARMY OF GENERAL GEORGE PATTON.  IT HAS BEEN TOLD, THAT WHEN WE WERE PULLED OFF OF THE

ROAD AND MADE THE JOURNEY THROUGH ST. HILAIRE, WE WERE AGAIN LOANED BACK TO THE FIRST ARMY!!  ON AUG. 7 THE REGIMENT  ATTACKED WITH THE 30TH INFANTRY DIVISION ON THE LEFT AND  THE 2ND ARMORED DIVISION GIVING SUPPORT WITHIN THE AREA NEAR BARENTON AND MORTON.  CAUSALITIES WERE 0 KILLED, 11 WOUNDED AND 17 MISSING IN ACTION FOR THE 8TH, 9TH, AND 10TH.  NONE ON THE 11TH AND 2 KILLED, 43 WOUNDED AND 12 MISSING ON THE 12TH--17

PRISONERS WERE TAKEN, ALL FROM THE 10TH PANZER DIVISION.


ON AUGUST 13 THE 137TH WAS RELIEVED BY THE 2ND ARMORED DIVISION AND MOVED TO AN ASSEMBLY AREA NEAR BARENTON. ON THIS DAY THERE WERE 17 MEN KILLED, 90 WOUNDED , 9 MISSING AND 9 PRISONERS TAKEN.


THE NAZI ARMY WAS TRYING TO BREAK OUT AND DRIVE TO THE SEA TO DIVIDE THE ALLIED FORCES IN TWO AND THAT IS WHY WE WERE 

COMMITTED IN THIS AREA--THEIR DREAM WAS SQUASHED BY THE 35TH DIVISION AND THE OTHER OUTFITS INVOLVED IN THIS BATTLE!!  ON AUGUST 10  OUR 320TH INFANTRY REGIMENT AND THE 737TH TANK BATTALION (WHICH WAS ATTACHED TO THE 35TH.)  WAS ASSIGNED THE TASK OF RESCUING  "THE LOST BATTALION" 0F THE    THE 30TH INFANTRY DIVISION, WHICH WAS HOLDING OUT UNDER DESPERATE CONDITIONS ON HILL "317".  THE 1ST BATTALION OF THE 320TH REGIMENT RIDING ON TANKS OF THE 737TH MANAGED TO FIGHT THEIR WAY TO THE STRANDED MEN, THEN THE QUARTERMASTERS TRUCKS HURRIED  MEDICAL HELP AND SUPPLIES TO THE MEN, AND RETURNED WITH 20 SERIOUS WOUNDED MEN TO THE 35TH DIVISION LINES.  THE FIRST BATTALION OF THE 320TH  AND THE MEN FROM THE 737TH TANK BATTALION RECEIVED  DISTINGUISHED UNIT CITATIONS FOR THIS HEROIC EFFORT!!!  ONE OF MY RECOLLECTIONS OF THIS BATTLE WAS THE TERRIFIC NOISE OF THE TANKS SHOOTING AT EACH OTHER AND SEEKING COVER WHEN A TANK SHELL CAME OVER--THE SHELLS WERE ARMOR-PIERCING AND OF COURSE THERE WAS NO EXPLOSION WHEN THEY HIT THE GROUND!!!  AT THE REGIMENTAL HEADQUARTERS AT BARENTON A LARGE NUMBER OF KRAUT PRISONERS WERE BEING GUARDED.   


JUST AFTER MIDNIGHT ON AUGUST 14TH WE AGAIN  MOVED BY CONVOY THROUGH  LE MANS TO A BIVONAC AREA 1 AND 1/2 MILES

MILES EAST OF THE CITY TO SPEND THE NIGHT.


AGAIN TASK FORCE  "S" WAS FORMED , WITH BRIGADIER GENERAL SEBREE IN COMMAND, AND WE WERE NOW BACK IN THE 3RD ARMY UNDER GENERAL GEORGE PATTON.  THE REGIMENT WAS IN PARTNERSHIP WITH COMBAT COMMAND "B"  OF THE 4TH ARMORED DIVISION AND PART OF THE X11 CORP.


ON THE 15TH OUR OBJECTIVE WAS THE LARGE CITY OF ORLEANS--FAMOUS FOR JOAN OF ARC--AND 65 MILES SOUTH OF PARIS ON THE LOIRE RIVER.  THE FIRST DAY OF CAUTIOUS DRIVING ENDED WHEN WE STOPPED IN A WOODED AREA ALONG SIDE OF THE HIGHWAY.  IT WAS RAINING "CATS AND DOGS", SO WE SPENT THE NIGHT SLEEPING IN OUR COMMUNICATION TRUCK.  THE 4TH ARMORED AND THE 137TH INFANTRY WERE GOING EAST IN OPEN COUNTRY WITH PRACTICALLY NO OPPOSITION FROM THE GERMAN ARMY!!


THE RIFLE TROOPS ENTERED ORLEANS ON AUG. 16TH--ALL THREE BATTALIONS FOUGHT THEIR WAY INTO THE LARGE CITY.  CASUALTIES WERE VERY LIGHT--2 OFFICERS AND ONE ENLISTED MAN RECEIVED WOUNDS, AND 42 ENEMY SOLDIERS WERE CAPTURED.  THE OCCUPATION OF THE CITY WAS COMPLETED THAT NIGHT.  WE HAD ENTERED THE CITY EARLY IN THE MORNING AND HAD FOUND A PLACE TO BUNK DOWN AT AN OLD HOTEL--THIS WAS LOCATED ON A BOULEVARD, THAT HAD BOMB SHELTERS UNDER GROUND BETWEEN THE PAVED STREETS.  THE FREE FRENCH OF THE INTERIOR KEPT SHOOTING THEIR RIFLES AND MACHINE GUNS AT SCATTERED KRAUT STRAGGERERS STILL IN ORLEANS AND SO, WE LAYED LOW!!!  IT WAS A VERY WILD NIGHT!!


THE WOMEN WHO HAD BEEN TOO FRIENDLY WITH THE GERMAN GARRISON WERE GIVEN A G.I. HAIRCUT AND PARADED THROUGH THE STREETS!!   THE MEN WERE TREATED VERY ROUGHLY AND SOME MAY HAVE BEEN SHOT!!!  ALL NAZI BOOKS AND OTHER MATERIAL WAS PILED UP AND BURNT IN THE MIDDLE OF THE STREETS.  THE CASUALITY LIST FOR AUG 17TH WAS 17 MEN WOUNDED, 7 KILLED, AND 2 MISSING.


ON THE 18TH THE GERMAN ARTILLERY WAS SHELLING THE CITY WITH SUCH ACCURRACY THAT IT WAS DETERMINED THAT A NEARBY CHURCH TOWER WAS BEING USED BY THEIR ARTILLERY SPOTTER.  IN THREE SHOTS A TANK-DESTROYER FROM THE 654TH TANK DESTROYER BATTALION CLEANLY REMOVED THE WHOLE TOWER!!  THIS DAY THERE WERE 4 MEN KILLED, AND 25 WOUNDED.  THE 19TH WAS A QUIET DAY WITH 1 MAN WOUNDED AND 2 MEN MISSING.  PRISONERS TAKEN FOR THE THREE DAYS TOTALED 65.  ON ONE OF THE EVENINGS WE SPENT IN THE CITY WE HEARD A LARGE GERMAN PLANE COME OVER AT A LOW       ALTITUDE  AND LOOKED OUT TO SEE IT JUST MISS OUR BUILDING--ON ITS TAIL WAS A P-61 NIGHT FIGHTER,  IT LANDED AT A NEARBY AIRFIELD, NOT KNOWING THAT THE AMERICANS WERE ALREADY THERE--THEN IT TRYED TO TAKE OFF AGAIN, BUT THE 35TH DIVISION MACHINE GUNS SHOT HIM UP!


 
ON THE 20TH THE 3RD BATTALION WAS LEFT TO GUARD ORLEANS AS THE REST OF THE REGIMENT MOVED TO ARTENAY FOR A FURTHER MOVE TO THE EAST.  PRISONERS--13 AND NO ONE BECAME A CASUALTY.  THE TRIP FROM LEMANS TO ORLEANS HAD BEEN A NEARLY 200 MILE GAIN .  TASK FORCE "S" WAS DESOLVED AT THIS TIME.  HERE WE SLEPT OUT IN THE OPEN IN A DITCH AND ONE DAY A YOUNG FRENCH GIRL CAME OVER WITH HER FRENCH-ENGLISH DICTIONERY.  SHE WAS ABOUT 17 OR 18 YEARS OLD--NOT TOO BAD LOOKING, BUT HER TEETH WERE TOTALLY DECAYED.  WITH HER DICTIONERY, SHE WAS ABLE TO TELL US THAT THEIR HOME NEAR THE RAILROAD TRACKS IN ORLEANS HAD BEEN DESTROYED BY THE AMERICAN PLANES, AND HER FAMILY AND HER WERE LIVING WITH A RELATIVE AT ARTENAY.  SHE ALSO WAS ABLE TO SAY THAT THE NAZI OCCUPIERS HAD ALMOST STARVED THE CIVILIANS AND THE RESULT WAS THE CAUSE OF HER VERY DECAYED TEETH.  SHE STAYED AWHILE UNTIL THE SUN WAS SINKING IN THE WEST, THEN ONE OF THE BOYS WALKED HER THE FEW YARDS TO HER HOME.  I GUESS THAT I WILL ALWAYS FEEL SORRY FOR WHAT THE NAZIS DID TO THE CIVILIAN POPULATION, BUT WHAT THEY DID TO THE CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE WAS UNFORGIVEABLE!!!  THEY WERE JUST AS MUCH VICTIMS AS THE PEOPLE WHO WERE PUT IN THE CONSECRATION AND SLAVE LABOR CAMPS!!   ATTENTION JANENE--THIS GIRLS NAME WAS JANINE--THIS IS WHERE YOUR NAME CAME FROM!!


FOR THE NEXT OPERATION THE 137TH WAS ATTACHED TO THE 4TH ARMORED DIVISION--THE 1ST BATTALION WAS TEAMED WITH A BATTALION FROM THE ARMORED DIVISION TO FORM C.C.A--COMBAT COMMAND "A"  THE 2ND BATTALION WITH ANOTHER OF THE ARMORED DIVISIONS BATTALIONS  FORMED C.C.B AND THE 3RD BATTALION STAYED IN ORLEANS WITH A BATTALION OF THE ARMORED DIVISION TO BECOME C.C.R.  OUR NEXT OBJECTIVE WAS  90 MILES TO THE EAST--THE CITY OF SENS.


THE ARMOR OF THE FOURTH ARMORED DIVISION LED THE WAY, WITH OUR 1ST BATTALION CLOSELY FOLLOWING--THIS WAS STRAIGHT INTO GERMAN HELD TERRITORY!!  THE ATTACKING FORCES  WENT THROUGH SOUPPE AND MANY OTHER SMALL FRENCH VILLAGES BEFORE REACHING SENS.  THE KRAUTS HAD LEFT ALL OF THE SMALL TOWNS BEFORE WE ARRIVED, BUT ALMOST THE ENTIRE GARRISON IN SENS WERE CAPTURED AND WERE TAKEN PRISONER!!  BY 10 PM THE CITY HAD BEEN LIBERATED.   C.C.B. WAS SENT TO COURTENAY ABOUT 10 MILES SOUTH EAST OF SENS.  ALL ALONG THE ROUTE OF THE CONVOYS, THE FRENCH  GAVE US AN ENTHUSIASTIC WELCOME--SENS BEING A SUPPLY POINT, A LOT OF FOODSTUFF AND MANY ENEMY VEHICHLES WERE  CAPTURED.

THE CASUALITIES FOR THE TWO DAYS WERE 2 MEN KILLED, AND 4 WOUNDED.  THE 137TH CAPTURED 168 PRISONERS AND THE 4TH ARMORED TAKE WAS OVER 500 GERMAN SOLDIERS!!!


WHILE AT SENS ONE AFTERNOON SEVERAL LUFTWAFFE PLANES APPEARED OVER THE CITY--THIS SCARED THE PANTS OFF OF THE FRENCH CIVILIAN POPUATION--THEY ALL HEADED FOR THE HUGE CHURCH AND SO DID WE--BEFORE THEY COULD DO ANY BOMBING OUR ARMY AIR FORCE APPEARED  AND SHOT SOME OF THEIR PLANES DOWN AND CHASED THE OTHERS OFF!!  THE HUGE CHURCH DATED BACK TO ABOUT 1200 AD AND WAS A BEAUTIFUL PLACE TO SEE!!


ON AUG. 23 THE 320TH REGIMENT AND THE 137TH LIBERATED MONTARGIS WHICH CLEARED THE ROUTE  FROM ORLEANS.  AT THAT DATE THE REGIMENT WAS RELEASED FROM CONTROL OF THE 4TH ARMORED DIVISION BACK TO 35TH DIVISION CONTROL AND REMAINED WITHIN THE CITY OF SENS UNTIL AUG. 25TH..  MEANWHILE OUR 3RD BATTALION WAS RELIEVED IN ORLEANS  BY THE 80TH DIVISION.   UNTIL THE 1ST OF SEPT. ONLY 1 OFFICER AND 1 ENLISTED MAN WAS WOUNDED,

WITH 91 PRISONERS CAPTURED!!  THE 255TH FIELD ARTILLERY WAS ATTACHED TO THE REGIMENT DURING THIS PERIOD.  THE REGIMENT IN NEARLY 2 MONTHS OF COMBAT HAD HAD 213 MEN KILLED, 1165 WOUNDED, AND 31 MISSING IN ACTION AND HAD TRAVELED ALMOST 400 MILES ACROSS FRANCE!!!


WE REMAINED IN OUR DEFENSIVE POSITIONS UNTIL SEPT. 3 WHEN WE MOVED TO A NEW POSITION NEAR BRIENE LE CHATEAU, BEYOND TROYES TO PROTECT THE SOUTH FLANK OF THE 35TH DIVISION.  WE REMAINED THERE UNTIL SEPT. 9.  IF I REMEMBER RIGHT BRIENE LE CHATEAU WAS THE SUMMER HOME OF NAPOLEON, AND THE REGIMENTAL HEADQUARTERS COMMAND POST WAS THERE--WE WERE OUT IN THE COUNTRY-- ON ONE OCCASION CAPT. RICHARDSON DECIDED THE ANTI-TANKERS WOULD TAKE A HIKE OUT INTO THE SURROUNDING COUNTRYSIDE--IT WAS A RELAXING KIND OF WALK,  AS WE APPROACHED A RAILROAD LINE, THE CAPTAIN LOOKED AND SAW SOME GERMAN SOLDIERS A WAYS DOWN THE TRACKS--QUICKLY WE TURNED TAIL AND TOOK OFF BACK THE WAY WE HAD COME!!  IN THIS PART OF FRANCE THERE WERE MANY VINEYARDS--FULL OF RIPE GRAPES AND SOME OF THE MEN PICKED SOME TO SAMPLE--TO THEIR SUPPRISE, THESE GRAPES WERE FOR MAKING WINE--SOUR! SOUR! SOUR!  ON ONE OCCASION I HAD A CHANCE TO GO TO THE CHATEAU--IT WAS A BEAUTIFUL BUILDING SET IN AN EXTENSIVE LANDSCRAPED SETTING.


ON SEPT. 10 TH WE MOVED OUT OF THIS AREA TO OCCUPLY THE HIGH GROUND WEST OF THE MOSELLE RIVER AND TO GET READY FOR AN ATTACK  TO FORM A BRIDGEHEAD ACROSS THE RIVER.  ON THE 11TH AND 12TH THE BATTALIONS WERE INVOLVED IN HEAVY FIGHTING, BUT WERE ABLE TO REACH THEIR OBJECTIVES.  THE 320TH REGIMENT WAS ON OUR RIGHT.  DURING THE BATTLE ON THE 13TH AND 14TH THE 137TH HAD TAKEN MANONCOURT, AZELOT AND ST. NICOLAS--FOR THE 5 DAYS--THERE WERE 134 PRISONERS TAKEN, 30 0F OUR MEN KILLED, 147 WOUNDED AND 18 MISSING.  THE 1ST AND 3RD BATTALIONS OF THE 134TH REGIMENT WAS ATTACHED TO TASK FORCE "S" AND MOVED INTO THE HUGE CITY OF NANCY ON SEPT. 15TH

 
ON THE 16TH THE REGIMENT CROSSED THE MEURTHE RIVER INTO CHARTREUSE AND ON THE 17TH TOOK LENNONCOURT.  FOR THE 5 DAYS THERE WERE 13 MEN KILLED, 85 WOUNDED, 34 MISSING AND 210 GERMAN PRISONERS CAPTURED!!  ON THE 19TH CAPTAIN THEODORE ROBIE, THE REGIMENTS ASSISTANT SURGEON'S JEEP HIT AN ENEMY MINE AND HE WAS KILLED--THE FORCE OF THE EXPLOSION BLEW HIS CLOTHES UP INTO THE LIMBS OF THE NEARBY TREES---WILL NEVER FORGET THAT DAY AND THE PLACE WHERE THIS TERRIBLE ACCIDENT HAPPENED!!  


DURING THIS PERIOD OF THE WAR THERE WAS A SHORTAGE OF BOTH GASOLINE AND ARTILLERY SHELLS AND SO A LIMIT WAS PUT ON THE USE OF BOTH OF THEM--TANKS WERE USED AS ARTILLERY PIECES    

--FIRING ONLY 75 MM SHELLS INSTEAD OF THE LARGER 105 MM AND THE 155MM ONES.  THE USE OF VEHICLES WAS ALSO LIMITED.


AS WE VERY SELDOM WERE ABLE TO HAVE MEALS PREPARED BY OUR COOKS, WE COOKED OUR OWN OUT OF THE "C", "K", AND 10 IN 1 RATIONS THAT WERE ISSUED TO US.  OUR LITTLE ROUND "COLEMAN" GASOLINE STOVE WAS OUR ONLY WAY TO HEAT OR COOK THESE RATIONS--SOMETIMES WE WOULD FIND SOME FREED FRENCH POTATOES OR ONIONS TO ADD TO THEM!!  SOME OF THE BOYS IN THE MINE AND ANTI-TANK GUN PLATOONS WERE ABLE TO LIBERATE AND CAPTURE SOME OF THE HOGS AND CATTLE TO SUPPLEMENT THEIR RATIONS!!!  


INSTEAD OF HAVING TO DIG A SLIT TRENCH TO SPEND OUR NIGHTS IN, WE STARTED TO STAY IN THE HOUSES IN THE SMALL VILLAGES THAT HAD BEEN NEWLY LIBERATED--WITH OUR BLANKETS SPREAD ON THE FLOOR, IT SURE BEAT A HOLE IN THE GROUND!!  THE MEN OF HEADQUARTERS PLATOON SPENT QUITE A NUMBER OF DAYS AND NIGHTS IN THE BASEMENT OF A HOUSE--IT HAD A THICK CURVED CEMENT CEILING AND A STURDY DOOR--STRAW ON THE FLOOR TO FORM A COMFORTABLE BED--HERE WE KEPT FROM BECOMING BORED BY PLAYING "WHIST".  SOME OF THE SWEDISH AND NORWEGIAN BOYS WERE EXTRA GOOD AT THIS CARD GAME, BUT IT WAS SOMETHING TO DO.  OUT-SIDE WERE THE MANY TANKS BEING USED AS ARTILLERY PIECES--THEY DREW FIRE FROM THE GERMAN 88'S, BUT WE FELT PRETTY SAFE IN OUR CELLAR!!!  AT THIS TIME THE WEATHER WAS RAINY EVERY DAY, AND THE MUD WAS CAUSING PROBLEMS WITH THE TANKS AND TRUCKS.  AT THIS SAME VILLAGE, COL. ROBERT SEARS WAS REPLACED BY COL.WILLIAM MURRAY AS COMMANDING OFFICER OF THE 137TH REGIMENT.  WE HAD FALLEN OUT IN FORMATION FOR A FAREWELL CEREMONY--WHEN WE WERE ORDERED TO BRING OUR RIFLES TO INSPECTION ARMS, IT ALMOST BECAME A DISASTER!!!  THIS REQUIRED THE RIFLES TO BE BROUGHT  TO AN ANGLE IN FRONT OF THE BODY, THE BREECH OPENED, BUT SOMEONE HAD FORGOTTEN THAT OUR RIFLES WERE ALL LOADED WITH A CLIP OF 30 CALIBUR AMMO AND MANY OF THE MEN KEPT A ROUND IN THE CHAMBER!!!  ALL OF THE MEN REALIZED THAT A BIG MISTAKE HAD BEEN MADE AND NOT A CLIP CAME SAILING OUT OF THE RIFLES OR NARRY A ROUND WAS FIRED!!!  THERE WAS ALSO THE POSSIBILITY THAT THE ORDER SHOULD HAVE BEEN TO "PRESENT ARMS".


PASSES WERE OFTEN ISSUED TO VISIT PARIS OR THE RIVIERA, BUT I WASN'T LUCKY ENOUGH TO GET ONE--BESIDES THE FELLOWS THAT HAD FACED THE WORST OF THE WAR WERE MORE DESERVING!!!  WE WERE GIVEN PASSES TO THE UNDAMAGED CITY OF "NANCY".  THERE I WAS ABLE TO SHOP AND HAVE MY PICTURE TAKEN AT A PHOTO STUDIO.  THE COMPANY VEHICLES TOOK US THERE, NOT ONLY TO SHOP, BUT TO GO TO A LARGE INDOOR SWIMMING POOL TO SWIM AND SOAK OUR COMBAT DIRTY BODIES--THIS WE DID IN THE NUDE, AS ONLY MEN WERE PRESENT!!


THE MEDICS WERE ALSO MEN THAT WENT INTO BATTLE, WITHOUT A RIFLE, BUT ONLY WITH THEIR FIRST AIDE KITS, A BIG RED CROSS ON THEIR HELMITS AND ON THEIR ARMBANDS.  THESE MEN TOOK CARE OF ALL OF THE WOUNDED ON THE FRONT LINES--THE BATTALIONS HAD FIRST AID STATIONS, AS DID THE ARTILLERY, AND THE REGIMENTAL HEADQUARTERS COMMAND POST.  THES MEN OF THE 110 MEDICAL BATTALION PROVIDED ALL OF THE MEDICAL CARE BEFORE THE WOUNDED MEN WERE TRANSPORTED BACK TO THE FIELD HOSPITALS FOR MORE ADVANCED ATTENTION.  THEY ALONG WITH OUR CHAPLAINS DESERVE OUR SINCERE "THANKS" FOR THE GREAT JOB THEY DID!!


AS OFTEN AS POSSIBLE OUR CHAPLAIN WOULD HAVE A CHURCH SERVICE  ON SUNDAY OUT IN THE OPEN.  AT ONE SERVICE, JUST AS IT COMMENCED, SOME GERMAN PLANES CAME OVER TO STRAFE AND BOMB

--SO WE DUCKED FOR COVER--NO SERVICE THAT SUNDAY!!  THIS WAS IN AN AREA THAT I SHALL NEVER FORGET--THE OUTLINE OF THE TRENCHES AND BUNKERS WERE STILL VISABLE FROM THE FIRST WORLD WAR--AT ONE TIME THE DIVISION WAS FIGHTING IN THE SAME AREA ON THE SAME DATE THEY HAD FOUGHT IN THE FIRST WAR!!!


THE 20TH AND 21ST OF SEPT. THE 2ND AND 3RD BATTALIONS MOVED OUT  AND ENGAGED IN ONE OF THE BLOODIEST BATTLES TO DATE!!  THEY WERE ATTACKING OVER A WIDE-LONG FIELD TO WHERE THE KRAUTS WERE DUG IN WITH MACHINE GUNS AND MORTARS--THEIR

FORTIFICATIONS WERE QUITE EXTENSIVE AND CONCEALED--BESIDES THEY HAD ALMOST UNOBSTRUCTED OBSERVATION.  NEITHER BATTALION WAS ABLE TO CHASE THE KRAUT OUT OF THEIR POSITIONS IN THE WOODS ON THE TWO DAYS!!  AFTER THE BATTLE I WAS ABLE TO VIEW THE AREA--THERE MANY OF THE MEN OF THE 137TH WERE LYING DEAD ALONG WITH THE NUMEROUS HORSES AND CATTLE CAUGHT IN THE ARTILLERY FIRE OF OURS AND THE ENEMIES GUNS.   THE WOODS WHERE THE GERMANS WERE INTRENCHED WAS FULL OF DEAD ENEMY SOLDIERS!!   THE WHOLE SCENE WAS DISCOURAGING!!


ON THE 22ND CCB OF THE 6TH ARMORED DIVISION AND WITH THE ARMORED SUPPORT WAS ABLE TO PUT THE NAZI SOLDIERS IN RETREAT!

THEIR LONG RETREATING CONVOYS BECAME TARGETS FOR THE ARMY AIR FORCE.  CASUALITIES FOR THE LAST SIX DAYS WERE--13 MEN KILLED, 126 WOUNDED, 8 MISSING, AND 214 PRISONERS TAKEN.


ON THE 25TH THE REGIMENT ALONG WITH THE REST OF THE 35TH DIVISION  MOVED TO RELIEVE  THE 4TH ARMORED DIVISION NEAR THE GRAMECEY FORREST.  THE 134TH REGIMENT WAS ON OUR LEFT FOR THIS OPERATION.  THE GERMANS ATTACKED AND CAPTURED 4 OF OUR 57MM ANTI-TANK GUNS NEAR PETTENCOURT ON THE 27TH, BUT THAT AFTERNOON THE ANTI- TANK GUNS WERE RECOVERED.  CAPT. RICHARDSON  CAME BACK TO THE ANTI-TANK COMMAND POST AFTER THE GUNS WERE CAPTURED, AND TOLD EVERYONE THERE TO GET THEIR RIFLES AND AMMO AND PREPARE TO GO FORWARD TO GET OUR GUNS BACK--THIS DIDN'T SET WELL WITH ME OR MY BUDDIES--THE CAPT. FINALLY REALIZED THAT WOULD HAVE BEEN A SUISIDE MISSION  AND CANCELED THE PLANS HE HAD!!!  THE GERMAN ARMY WAS ATTACKING WITH EVERYTHING THEY HAD--TANKS, ARTILLERY AND INFANTRY TROOPS, BUT THE 35TH WITH HELP FROM THE 737TH TANK BATTALION, THE 634TH TANK DESTROYER BATTALION AND AIR SUPPORT FROM THE ARMY AIR FORCE, THE ATTACKS WERE ALL REPULSED!!  THE TOLL FOR 

THE LAST FOUR DAYS OF SEPT. WERE:42 MEN KILLED, 185 WOUNDED AND 199 MISSING--PRISONERS-107. 


ONE OF THE MEN WOUNDED IN THIS SERIES OF BATTLES WAS OUR FORMER COMMANDING OFFICER 1ST LT. REX HOPPER OF PHOENIX, ARIZONA.  HE HAD BEEN TRANSFERRED TO CO "L" AS THEIR COMPANY COMMANDER AND HAD BEEN HIT IN ONE OF HIS LEGS BY SHRAPNEL ON SEPT. 29. REX DID RECOVER AND AFTER SEVERAL TOURS OF DUTY RETIRED AS A LT. COLONEL.


AT ONE TIME THE GERMANS HAD CUT US OFF FROM THE REST OF THE 35TH DIVISION--WE WERE STAYING IN A LONE HOUSE ON A HILL.  THAT NIGHT OUR OFFICERS WERE HAVING A PARTY AND BECAME  A BIT  INEBRIATED--ONE WAS PLAYING AN OLD PIANO AND THE REST WERE ATTEMPTING TO HAVE A SING-A-LONG.  THIS IRRATATED OUR FIRST SERGEANT (HANK BAUSCH) AND HE TOOK OVER LEADERSHIP OF THE COMMAND POST.  HE WAS VERY MAD!!!  HE SAID: "TONIGHT I DON'T WANT ANYONE TO BE OUT THERE ON GUARD DUTY ALONE, SO TWO MEN WILL BE ASSIGNED TO THE TASK".  GUARD DUTY WAS A NIGHTLY ASSIGN

-MENT FOR THE MEN OF HEADQUARTERS PLATOON.  THAT NIGHT AN AMMO TRUCK NEARBY WAS HIT BY AN 88 SHELL AND THE JIMMIE BURNED --THE EXPLODING SHELLS SOUNDED LIKE A GIANT FIREWORKS DISPLAY ON THE FOURTH OF JULY BACK HOME!!!  WE MADE IT THROUGH THE NIGHT O.K., AND THE NEXT DAY WITH THE HELP OF THE TANKS OF THE 6TH ARMORED DIVISION THE GERMANS WERE THROWN BACK.  MY ADMIRATION FOR OUR OLD FIRST SERGEANT GREW BECAUSE OF HIS LEADERSHIP!!!  HE WAS IN HIS 40'S AT THAT TIME!!


ALSLACE-LORRAINE HAD MANY SMALL VILLAGES--MANHOUE, AULNOIS, FOSSIEUX, BRIN AND MANY VILLAGES WITH NAMES ENDING IN 

'COURT--JALLAUCOURT, MAUAUCOURT, ALINCOURT, ABONCOURT, MONCOURT,  AJONCOURT, THICOURT, ATTILIONCOURT, LEMONCOURT, HARAUCOURT, PETTINCOURT, BUISSONCOURT, PLUL THESE OTHER VILLAGES--CHATEAU SALINS, DESTRY, ST. NICHOLAS, DOMBASLE, GREMECEY,VIVIERS, BARONVILLE, AND DELME.  SOMETIMES THE FRENCH CIVILIANS WERE MOVED  BACK TO THE REAR TO INSURE THEIR SAFETY.

THIS LEFT MANY CATTLE , HORSES, AND OTHER FARM ANIMALS UNATTENDED--THESE PEOPLE APPEARED TO BE SO POOR AND LIVED TOGETHER IN THE VILLAGES--MANY LOST THEIR HOMES AND ALL THEY HAD.  THE SOLDIERS FROM THE 35TH FED AND LOOKED AFTER THE ANIMALS UNTIL THE FRENCH FARMERS WERE ALLOWED TO RETURN HOME.


IN ONE OF THE VILLAGES WE FOUND HOUSING ABOVE A STORE, JUST A SHORT DISTANCE FROM OUR REGIMENTAL COMMAND POST, AND  THE KRAUT ARTILLERY BEGAN TO COME IN--KILLING THE GUARD AT THE REGIMENTAL C.P.  ONE OF THE SHELLS LANDED ON OUR STORE BUILDING CATCHING IT ON FIRE --SOME OF THE ANTI-TANK MEN CLIMB UP AND PUT IT OUT.  MY BEDROLL WAS ON THE FLOOR ON THE FAR WALL AWAY FROM THE WINDOW--A PIECE OF SHRAPNEL CAME THROUGH THE WINDOW AND HIT THE WALL JUST ABOVE MY BEDROLL!!  AGAIN--

" LUCKY ME"!!!  ONE OF THE GUARDS OUTSIDE OF OUR REGIMENTAL COMMAND POST WAS KILLED BY ONE OF THE SHELLS.  BECAUSE THE GERMAN ARTILLERY WAS HITTING IN THE AREA WITH SUCH ACCURACY,  IT BECAME APPARENT THAT SOME PERSON WAS INFORMING THE ENEMY OF THE EXACT POSITIONS OF OUR MEN AND VEHICHLES AND THEN HELPING THEM ZERO IN ON US!!!  A HOUSE BY HOUSE SEARCH WAS ORDERED AND FINALLY THE FRENCHMAN WITH A SHORT-WAVE RADIO WAS DISCOVERED--DON'T KNOW WHAT HIS FATE WAS--BUT I COULD GUESS!!!  

OCTOBER, 1944


ON THE 1ST OF OCTOBER THE REGIMENT CONTINUED ITS ATTACK  TO CLEAR THE CHAMBREY WOODS AND TO CAPTURE THE VILLAGE OF CHAMBREY  WITH TANK SUPPORT FROM THE 737TH TANK BATTALION.  THESE OBJECTIVES WERE REACHED WITH THE REGIMENT HAVING 6 MEN KILLED, 28 WOUNDED AND 5 MISSING--PRISONERS TAKEN TOTALED 37.  THE NEXT DAY THE ARMY AIR FORCE BOMBED AND STRAFED THE NEARBY WOODS.  THIS WAS THE DAY THAT GENERAL GEORGE PATTON VISITED THE 137TH REGIMENTAL COMMAND POST.  ON THE 3RD AND THE 4TH THERE WAS VERY LITTLE ENEMY ACTION, BUT THE ENEMY CONTINUED TO SHELL PETTENCOURT AND GREMECEY.  ON THE 5TH  SHELLS WERE BEING DELIVERED TO THE REGIMENTS AREA FROM A 280 MM  RAILROAD GUN.  ONE OR TWO OF THESE 280MM SHELLS LANDED A SHORT DISTANCE AND EXPLODED WITHIN A FEW HUNDRED YARDS OF THE COMPANY COMMAND POST---THIS WAS IN THE NIGHT-TIME WHEN I WAS DOING MY NIGHTLY STINT OF GUARD DUTY AT THE DOOR OF THE HOUSE WHERE OUR C.P. WAS HOUSED!!  CAPTAIN RICHARDSON CALLED OUT TO ME:  "SCHOONY, WAS THAT OUR SHELLS GOING OUT OR WAS THAT INCOMING MAIL".  I TOLD HIM I THOUGHT IT WAS JUST OUR OWN ARTILLERY FIRING!!  BUT, LO AND BEHOLD IN THE MORNING THERE WERE ONE OR TWO BIG SHELL CRATERS NEARBY!!  CAPT, RICHARDSON IMMEDIATELY ORDERED THE MEN FROM ANTI-TANK CO. OUT WITH SHOVELS TO CAMOUFLAGED  THE HOLES!! IT WASN'T LONG UNTIL A GERMAN RECON PLANE CAME OVER TAKING PICTURES--THEY WERE TRYING TO ZERO THE GIANT RAILROAD GUN INTO HITTING THE CITY OF NANCY--THIS THEY EVENTUALLY DID, HITTING BUILDINGS AND A HOSPITAL THERE.  THE BIG ARTILLERY PIECE WAS VERY HARD TO LOCATE AS IT WOULD BE PULLED OUT OF THE CAMOUFLAGED TUNNEL , FIRED SEVERAL TIMES AND THEN BACKED BACK INTO ITS HIDING PLACE--EVENTUALLY ITS LOCATION WAS DETERMINED AND THE BOMBERS TOOK CARE OF IT!!!!  AT THAT TIME WE WERE IN THE VILLAGE OF ATTILLONCOURT--FOUR ROUNDS FROM THIS 280MM LANDED NEARBY.

 DURING THE FIRST 15 DAYS OF OCTOBER,  THERE WERE 26 MEN KILLED, 85 WOUNDED AND 60 MISSING--PRISONERS TAKEN NUMBERED 218.  ON OCT. 17TH THE 137TH REGIMENT COMPLETED 100 DAYS OF COMBAT WITH 441 MEN KILLED, 1680 WOUNDED AND 232 MISSING IN ACTION DURING THIS PERIOD.


EAST OF OUR AREA WAS AN ARTIFICIAL LAKE  (ETANG DE LINDRE),  HELD BY A DAM ON THE SEILLE RIVER AND HELD BY THE GERMAN ARMY.

THE REGIMENT BUILT UP IT SUPPLIES OF FOOD, AMMO, AND GASOLINE. 

ON THE 20TH SEVERAL SQUADRONS OF FIGHTER BOMBERS (P-47'S) OF THE ARMY AIR FORCE  BOMBED THE DAM AND PUT A 50 FOOT GAP IN IT.  THIS FLOODED THE AREA WHICH WE OCCUPIED, BUT CAUSED NO PROBLEMS, AS THE BRIDGES STAYED INTACK AND THE FLOOD WATERS WERE QUITE SHALLOW.  ON THE 23RD THE WATERS WERE RECEDING.  


UNTIL THE LAST OF OCTOBER THE REGIMENT WAS ON A DFENSIVE POSITION , AND CASUALITIES WERE LIGHT--1 MAN KILLED, 15 WOUNDED AND 4 MISSING.  MY BUDDY MARVIN ELKINS (I HAD WENT WITH HIM ON A 3 DAY PASS TO WASHINGTON D.C.) WAS WOUNDED, EVACUATED, AND DIED LATER.  THE MEN FROM HIS SQUAD SAID THAT THEY THOUGHT HE HAD ONLY BEEN SLIGHTLY WOUNDED BY THE SHRAPNEL FROM THE ARTILLERY SHELL, AND WERE SURPRISED THAT HE DIED!!  HE WAS A GOOD FRIEND, QUIET, KIND, AND WELL LIKED BY ALL OF US!!

NOVEMBER 1944


ON THIS DATE WE WERE STILL IN A DEFENSIVE POSITION 20 MILES EAST OF THE CITY OF NANCY AND 10 MILES SOUTH OF THE CITY OF METZ

--THE 80TH INFANTRY DIVISION WAS ON OUR LEFT AND THE 26TH INFANTRY DIVISION ON OUR LEFT. DURING THE FIRST WEEK OF THE MONTH THE ENEMY DELIVERED A LOT OF MORTAR AND 88MM AND 105MM SHELLS TO OUR FRONT, BUT ONLY 2 MEN WERE KILLED AND 7 WOUNDED.  ON THE 8TH  THE 35TH, 26TH, AND 80TH DIVISIONS WERE TO ATTACK WITH THE 4TH AND 6TH ARMORED DIVISIONS IN SUPPORT.  THE 137TH ALSO HAD 2 COMPANIES OF THE 737TH TANK BATTALION, CO. B OF THE 60TH ENGINEERS, AND CO. A OF THE 654 TANK BATTALION TO AIDE IN THE ENSUING BATTLE!!!  ALSO AVAILABLE WERE 5 ADDITIONAL ARTILLERY BATTALIONS!!  THIS WAS STILL THE RAINY SEASON AND IT RAINED NEARLY EVERY DAY RESULTING IN SWOLLEN STREAMS AND BEACOU MUD!!   DURING THE NEXT 10 DAYS THE FIGHTING CONTINUED

AND DURING THIS ADVANCE HAD LIBERATED 17 TOWNS AND CAPTURED OVER 1000 PRISONERS--ALSO THE WEATHER HAD TURNED COLDER WITH SOME LIGHT SNOW FALLING ON US!!!  THE FIRST TEN DAYS OF THE BATTLE HAD CLAIMED THE LIVES OF 48 MEN, WITH 310 MEN WOUNDED AND 41 MISSING IN ACTION. 

