
ON THE 19TH 0F N0VEMBER THE ENEMY INFANTRY AND TWO ROYAL TIGER TANKS ATTACKED THE 3RD BATTALION  NEAR BISTROFF

AND RAN INTO A MINE FIELD PUT OUT BY MY BUDDIES OF THE MINE PLATOON OF OUR COMPANY!!  ONE OF THE TANKS LOST ITS TRACKS AND THE TANKERS IN THE OTHER TANK ABANDONED THEIRS--THEY KNEW THEY WERE IN A MINE FIELD,  SO WEREN'T ABOUT TO TAKE ANY CHANCES OF BEING BLOWN UP!!!  THE 137TH CONTINUED TO GAIN GROUND WITH THE HELP OF CCB OF THE 6TH ARMORED DIVISION--TAKING BERTRING, FREYHOUSE, HELLIMER, AND SEVERAL OTHER TOWNS.  BY THE END OF NOVEMBER WE WERE ONLY 11 MILES FROM THE GERMAN BORDER AT SAAREGUEMINES AND THE SAAR RIVER!!  FOR THE LAST  12 DAYS OF THE MONTH : 28 MEN KILLED, 233 MEN WOUNDED, AND 57 MEN MISSING IN ACTION--IT MUST BE MENTIONED  THE MEN LISTED AS MISSING, THAT MANY WOULD BE ACCOUNTED FOR AT A LATER DATE!!

DURING THE MONTH, LT. WILLIAM P. JOHNSON, OF BOSTON, MASS., PLATOON SERGEANT JOHN BAUSCH, OF TOPEKA KANSAS,  AND PFC ROBERT PIETRZAK, OF CHICAGO, ILL, WERE ALL WOUNDED AND EVACUATED--THESE MEN WERE FROM THE ANTI-TANK CO., JOHNSON AND BAUSCH WERE AWARDED SILVER STARS, AND PIETRZAK RECEIVED A BRONZE STAR.  CORPORAL MARTIN THORPE , ONE OF OUR MEDICS-T/5

ROYCE LINTON, AND STAFF SERGEANT LAWRENCE O'BRIEN WERE AWARDED BRONZE STAR MEDALS!!


BECAUSE PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT CHANGED THE DATE OF THANKSGIVING IN 1944 IT FELL ON THE 24TH OF NOVEMBER--MY BIRTHDAY--AT THAT TIME WE WERE PULLED BACK IN RESERVE, EXCEPT FOR THE 3RD PLATOON WHICH WAS ON THE LINE.  THE MEN FROM THAT PLATOON MISSED THE GREAT THANKSGIVING DINNER THAT THE REST OF THE ANTI-TANK CO. ENJOYED, BUT ENJOYED IT A FEW DAYS LATER.  HOWARD HATFIELD--PONTIAC, MICHIGAN-AND I HAD A DISAGREEMENT ABOUT THIS WHEN HE TOLD ME HE DIDN'T HAVE THE TURKEY  AND FIXINGS DINNER ON THE RIGHT DAY AND PROBABLY WE DIDN'T EITHER--ENDED UP THAT WE WERE BOTH RIGHT!!! 

DECEMBER 1944


ON THE 1ST OF DECEMBER OUR REGIMENTAL COMMAND POST WAS AT BENING AND THE ANTI-TANK C.P. WAS AT VILLERS--THE 137TH WAS STILL ON A RESERVE STATUS--ON THE 3RD A MOVE WAS MADE  7 MILES TO THE NORTHEAST TO ERSTROFF AND ON THE 8TH  ANOTHER MOVE WAS MADE  IN THE DIRECTION OF SAARAGUEMINES TO HAMBACH.  FROM HERE AN ATTACK WAS MADE ON THE CITY OF SAARAGUEMINES.   EARLY THAT MORNING I WAS INFORMED BY SGT. ISENAGLE TO GET A SCR 300 RADIO AND HAVE IT READY TO OPERATE--WE LEFT THE COMMAND POST WITH CAPTAIN RICHARDSON AND HIS DRIVER BILLY PADGETT (FROM

CLAREMORE, OKLAHOMA) TO A BLUFF OVERLOOKING THE CITY.  HERE ONE OF OUR 57MM GUNS WAS PUT IN FIRING POSITION NEXT TO A LARGE HOUSE.  WE WATCHED AS THE 3RD BATTALION, FOLLOWED BY THE 2ND BATTALION CROSSED A RAILROAD BRIDGE THAT HAD BEEN BLOWN UP BY THE KRAUTS--THEN THE RIFLEMEN BEGAN TO RECEIVE FIRE FROM A MACHINE GUN SET UP IN THE SECOND STORY OF A BUILDING AND CAPT.

RICHARDSON RECEIVED A MESSAGE THAT SUPPORT WAS NEEDED FROM OUR 57MM ANTI-TANK GUN.  HE INFORMED THE SERGEANT IN CHARGE OF THE GUN TO FIRE A FEW ROUNDS TO ZERO THE GUN IN ON THE ENEMY MACHINE GUN AND THEN LET HIM HAVE A H.E. (HEAVY EXPLOSIVE SHELL)  THIS HE DID AND THE SHELL WENT RIGHT IN THE WINDOW BLOWING UP THE MACHINE GUN, THE GUNNER, AND EVERYTHING ELSE IN THE ROOM!!!  THE 57MM SHOOK THE WHOLE HOUSE WHEN IT WAS FIRED, THE RIFLEMEN CONTINUED INTO THE CITY , AND AFTER A 2 HOUR FIRE FIGHT IN A POTTERY FACTORY THE TOWN WAS CAPTURED!!!  COMPANY "F" OF THE 137TH WAS AWARDED "THE DISTINGUISHED UNIT CITATION" FOR THE FIGHT IN THE POTTERY FACTORY IN SAARGUIMINES!!  OUR MISSION COMPLETED, WE RETURNED TO OUR C.P.


THE 137TH HAD FOUGHT ITS WAY ACROSS THE BLIES RIVER INTO THE FATHERLAND--THE ENEMY FOUGHT WITH ALL THEY HAD--COUNTER-

ATTACKING WITH ARTILLERY FIRE AND TIGER TANKS.  FINALLY OUR COMMAND POST WAS MOVED FORWARD TO NEUNKIRCH--ON THE WAY WE TRAVELED ALONG THE DIKES OF A CANAL AND THEN  HAD TO PULL OFF ON THE SIDE OF THE ROAD TO WAIT FOR CLEARANCE TO GO ON.  WHILE WAITING, THE ARMY AIR FORCE'S P-47'S WERE STRAFING AND BOMBING THE GERMANS ON THEIR FRONT LINES --ONE OF THE P-47'S CAME BACK UP AFTER DIVING, HE CAME DIRECTLY OVER WHERE OUR CONVOY HAD HALTED, AND THE BOMB HE THOUGHT HE HAD RELEASED HAD STUCK--THE RESULT WAS THE BOMB CAME LOOSE AND WHISTLED DOWN TO HIT SQUARE IN THE MIDDLE OF THE ROAD!!!  TALK ABOUT MEN SCURRYING-EVERYONE TOOK COVER--WE JUMPED INTO A DEEP GUN EMPLACEMENT HOLE WITH WATER IN IT.  THE BOMB BLEW DIRT ALL OVER THE PLACE AND LEFT A HOLE LARGE ENOUGH FOR A BASEMENT!!!  NO ONE WAS KILLED, NO ONE WOUNDED, AND THERE WAS NO DAMAGE TO ANY OF OUR TRUCKS, JEEPS, OR GUNS!!!  LUCKY AGAIN!!!


THE ENEMY CONTINUED TO FIGHT WITH VIGOR--AFTER ALL THE BATTLE HAD FINALLY CAME HOME TO THEIR OWN HOMELAND!!  ON DECEMBER 21 THE REGIMENT WAS RELEIVED BY  THE 324 INFANTRY REGIMENT OF THE 44TH INF. DIVISION AND ALL UNITS MOVED BACK TO A NEW REGIMENTAL ASSEMBLY AREA.  EIGHT NEW OFFICERS AND 220 ENLISTED MEN JOINED THE REGIMENT AS REPLACEMENTS 0N THE 22ND, AND ORDERS WERE RECEIVED TO MOVE TO METZ THAT NIGHT.  TRUCKS FOR THE MOVE WERE FROM THE QUARTERMASTER CORP--THE CONVOY MOVED THROUGH ST.AVOLD AND METZ TO THE GERMAN BARRACKS WEST OF METZ AT MOULINS--IN THE BARRACKS WE SLEPT ON THE FLOOR

, CLEANED OUR EQUIPMENT, AND ENJOYED SOME DECENT FOOD FOR A CHANGE!!  HERE ANOTHER 155 REPLACEMENTS JOINED THE REGIMENT.

WE WERE PASSED FROM XX CORPS. CONTROL TO THE III CORPS.  ON MY 3RD CHRISTMAS DAY I SPENT IN THE SERVICE, WE WERE VERY LUCKY TO HAVE A FULL COURSE TURKEY AND DRESSINGS' DINNER!!  THE ONLY BIG TROUBLE WAS THAT THE GERMAN ARMY HAD FAILED TO TAKE ALL OF THEIR FLEAS AND LICE WITH THEM WHEN THEY VACATED THE BARRACKS AND GUESS WHO ENDED UP WITH THE BUGS!!!  THE ARMY HAD PROVIDED US WITH A SMALL CAN OF DDT POWDER, AND WHEN SPRINKLED ON OUR BODIES, THOSE BUGS WERE LONG GONE!!!

THE ARDENNES OR THE BATTLE OF THE BULGE


ON THE 26TH THE REGIMENT WAS AGAIN BACK IN COMBAT, RELIEVING THE 6TH CAVALRY, WITH THE 4TH ARMORED DIVISION ON THE 35TH DIV. LEFT FLANK, AND THE 26TH INFANTRY DIVISION ON ITS RIGHT--OUR COMMAND POST WAS AT NOTHOMB, BELGIUM--HERE ALMOST EVERY BUILDING HAD BEEN LEVELED, SO SOLLIE AND I FOUND SOME BUNDLES OF STRAW TO SPREAD ON THE COLD FROZEN SOIL, THEN WE PUT OUR PANCHOS DOWN AND COVERED UP WITH OUR BLANKETS--AS  USUAL WE SLEPT WITH OUR CLOTHES, BOOTS, AND HELMITS ON OUR HEADS--THE HEAVY OVERCOATS WE PILED ON TOP OF OUR BLANKETS.  FROM  NOTHOMB THE CAPTAIN MOVED HIS COMMAND POST  TO A GUARD HOUSE ON THE BELGIUM-LUXENBURG BORDER--IT WAS JUST A TINY BUILDING THAT HAD THE CROSSING GATES THAT RAISED AND LOWERED--SINCE IT WAS QUITE A WAYS FROM THE REGIMENTAL C.P., IT WAS A BIT OF A PROBLEM TO INSTALL AND MAINTAIN TELEPHONE COMMUNICATIONS BETWEEN THEM!!  SHORTLY THE TWO C.P.S WERE MOVED TO HONVILLE.  MOST OF THE VILLAGE OF HONVILLE WAS STILL INTACT, SO WE HAD A HOUSE TO STAY IN.  THE WINDOWS WERE OUT BUT WE REPAIRED THEM WITH THE CLEAR PART OF THE MATERIAL FROM OUR GAS ATTACK HOODS.  WE AGAIN PLAYED SOME WHIST AND MANAGED TO KEEP WARM BY OUR MECHANICS USING THEIR BLOW TORCH AND A HUGH CAPTURED KRAUT BLOW TORCH--IT HAD BEEN USED TO HEAT UP THE OIL IN THEIR TRUCKS IN THE VERY FRIDGIT WINTER WEATHER.  OUR TANKS HAD A TOUGH TIME TRYING TO GO UP ANY HILL BECAUSE OF THE ICY STREETS , SO BRANCHES WERE PUT UNDER THEIR TRACKS TO HELP THEM MOVE!    THIS IS WHERE I HEARD THE FIRST SCREEMIN-MEEMIES--

THESE WERE ROCKETS THAT WERE FIRED 6 AT A TIME, AND MADE A VERY WEIRID WHISTLING- SCREAMING SOUND, AND OF COURSE THERE WAS NO WAY TO TELL WHERE THEY WOULD LAND AND EXPLODE. 

 ON THE 27TH THE REGIMENT ATTACKED THROUGH THE 6TH CAVALRY WITH THE FOURTH ARMORED TO RELIEVE THE PRESSURE ON THE 101ST AIRBORNE DIVISION WHICH WAS SURROUNDED IN BASTOGNE BY GERMAN TROOPS!!  THE 2ND BATTALION CROSSED THE SURRE RIVER, THE TOWN OF SURRE WAS CAPTURED AND ON THE 28TH OUR TROOPS ENTERED THE VILLAGE OF VILLERS-LA-BONNE-EAU.  ONE PLATOON OF OUR ANTI-TANK GUNS WAS LEFT IN SURRE TO BLOCK ALL APPROACHES TO THE TOWN!!  DURING THE NEXT 3 DAYS THE HEAVY FIGHTING CONTINUED WITH THE 137TH C.P. RECEIVING HEAVY ARTILLERY AND ROCKET BARRAGES.  COMPANIES "K" AND "L" WERE CUT OFF FROM THE REST OF THE 3RD BATTALION AND WERE BELIEVED TO HAVE BEEN CAPTURED BY THE ENEMY--237 MEN WERE UNACCOUNTED FOR---SOME WERE KILLED WHEN THE TIGER TANKS PUT THEIR GUN BARRELS THROUGH THE WINDOWS OF THE BUILDINGS AND FIRED POINT BLANK AT THEM.    TOTAL CASUALITIES FOR THE MONTH OF DECEMBER WERE ; 31 MEN KILLED, 286 MEN WOUNDED AND 274 MISSING IN ACTION.  LT. ERNEST OAKES, PRIVATE FIRST CLASS PAUL KNOPP, AND TECHNICAL SERGEANT FRANK BELLER FROM THE ANTI-TANK COMPANY WERE AWARDED BRONZE STARS ON THE 28TH OF THE MONTH!!  ON DEC. 29 THE 134TH REGIMENT TOOK MARVIE, A VILLAGE ONLY 3 KILOMETERS FROM BASTOGNE, WHERE THEY MADE CONTACT WITH THE 101ST AIR BORNE DIVISION.  WITHIN A FEW DAYS THE 4TH ARMORED DIVISION BROKE THROUGH AND ENDED THE ISOLATION OF BASTOGNE--IT HAD BEEN SAID THAT THE MEN FROM THE 134TH REGIMENT RODE ON THE TANKS OF THE 4TH ARMORED WHEN BASTOGNE WAS LIBERATED. 

JANUARY 1945

     FACING THE 137TH WAS THE SS ADOLPH HITLER DIVISION AND THE 339 NAZI INFANTRY REGIMENT--THE ATTACK ON VILLERS CONTINUED WITH VERY LITTLE SUCCESS UNTIL THE TOWN WAS CLEARED OF GERMAN TROOPS ON THE 10TH AFTER HELP FROM OUR 735TH TANK BATTALION AND OUR 654TH TANK DESTROYER BATTALION.  THE TEMPERATURE WAS BITTERLY COLD AND THERE WAS SNOW ON THE GROUND--THE SKY WAS CLOUDY WITH FREQUENT SNOW FALLING!!  ON THE 11TH THE REGIMENT TOOK THE TOWN OF LUTREMANGE AND WAS PINCHED OUT OF THE FRONT BY THE 134TH REGIMENT OF THE 35TH DIVISION--IT THEN WENT INTO DIVISION RESERVE UNTIL JANUARY 17TH.  


DURING THE ARDENNES OFFENSIVE THE GERMANS USED MANY OF THEIR MEN DRESSED IN AMERICAN UNIFORMS--THESE WERE MEN WHO SPOOK ENGLISH FAIRLY WELL--THEY HAD AMERICAN RIFLES AND JEEPS AND TRUCKS.  THIS MADE THE USE OF OUR DAILEY PASSWORD AND COUNTER SIGN EVEN MORE IMPORTANT--THESE WERE FORMUATED IN A WAY THAT MADE IT NEARLY IMPOSSIBLE FOR THE KRAUTS TO FIGURE OUT.  SOMETIMES THEY WOULD USE BASEBALL FACTS AND OTHER REFERENCES RELATED TO INFORMATION UNKNOWN TO THE KRAUTS!!!!

WE WERE ALL WARNED TO BE ON THE ALERT FOR ANY SUSPICIOUS LOOKING OR ACTING G.I.S AND TO CHECK THEM OUT.  MOST OF THESE IMPOSTORS WERE CAUGHT AND I HOPE THEY WERE SHOT!!!


OUR KITCHEN WAS BACK ACROSS THE BORDER IN LUXENBURG, SO SEVERAL TIMES I RODE SHOT-GUN BACK TO PICK UP THE CHOW.  ONE DAY I RODE BACK TO MARTELANGE WITH BILLY PADGETT AND CAPTAIN RICHARDSON TO A HUGE MARBLE QUARRY--SOME OF THE REGIMENT WAS IN THE BUILDINGS THERE--POSSIBLY OUR QUARTERMASTER UNIT.

BILLY PADGETT  WAS DRINKING SOMETHING OUT OF HIS CANTEEN CUP, SO I ASKED HIM IF IT WAS ORANGE JUICE--HE REPLIED:  "YES, IT WAS, AND DID I WANT A DRINK OF IT".  OF COURSE I SAID YES, AND WHEN I TOOK A SWIG OF IT, IT TURNED OUT TO BE SOME NATIVE BELGIUM BEER!!   TALK ABOUT SPITTING AND SPITTING AND SPITTING!! HORRIBLE TASTE!!  WE LOST OUR COMMUNICATION SERGEANT ABOUT THIS TIME--SERGEANT JESSE ISENAGLE WAS TRANSFERED TO THE RADIO SECTION OF REGIMENTAL HEADQUARTERS AS A BACKUP TO THE RADIO REPAIR MAN THERE.  IN HIS PLACE PHIL PAYTON WAS PROMOTED TO BUCK SERGEANT--THIS WAS A GUY THAT KNEW NOTHING ABOUT COMMUNICATIONS--BESIDES I DIDN'T LIKE THE JERK AT ALL!!!  


ON JANUARY 18TH OUR ROLE IN THE ARDENNES ENDED AS WE MADE A MOVE TO METZ AND FT. MOSELLE.  THE BARRACKS THERE WERE HUGE AND FINALLY WE WERE FAR FROM THE BATTLEFIELD.  WE WERE GIVEN THE FREEDOM TO GO INTO METZ TO LOOK AROUND--THIS I DID ONE DAY, BUT AS FAR AS I WAS CONCERNED THERE WAS NOTHING THERE THAT INTERESTED ME!!!  IT WAS A DARK DREARY CITY WITH NARROW EEIRY STREETS AND SCARED ME TO BE THERE!!


ON ABOUT THE 23RD THE ENTIRE 35TH DIVISION, LESS OUR 134TH 

INFANTRY REGIMENT MADE A LONG MOVE TO THE SOUTH TO THE VOLGE

MOUNTAINS TO BE OF HELP TO THE U.S. 7TH ARMY--THEY THOUGHT THAT THE GERMAN ARMY MIGHT TRY ANOTHER BREAK THROUGH IN THE LIGHTLY DEFENDED FRONT.  THIS AREA WAS QUITE A DISTANCE SOUTH OF SAARGUINMINES.  HERE WE RELEIVED PART OF THE 45TH AND 100TH INFANTRY DIVISIONS--OUR C.P. AND THE REGIMENTAL C.P. WAS IN SOUCHT--IT WAS A BEAUTIFUL SMALL TOWN IN THE MOUNTAINS.  HERE EVERYTHING WAS QUIET AND THE COUNTER ATTACK NEVER CAME ABOUT, SO OUR STAY IN THE 7TH ARMY ENDED UP BEING ONLY FOR ABOUT A WEEK!!


PREPARING TO HAVE MY LUNCH ONE DAY, I WAS OPENING A "K"

RATION CAN WITH THE LITTLE KEY THAT CAME WITH IT, AND WHILE WINDING THE KEY THE METAL FAILED TO WIND UP AND RAN OFF THE SIDE--THE CAN WAS NEARLY OPENED, SO I TOOK MY TWO HANDS AND TRYED TO FORCE IT OPEN--IT DIDN'T BUDGE, MY HAND SLIPPED AND THE SHARP METAL CUT INTO MY RIGHT TWO FINGERS NEXT TO MY THUMB ALMOST DOWN TO THE BONE.  PRONTO I HEADED TO THE NEARBY REGIMENTAL AIDE STATION.  THE DOCTOR THERE ASKED IF I NEEDED A SHOT FOR THE PAIN AND I HELD OUT MY FINGERS AND TOLD HIM TO SEW THEM UP!!   THE RESULT WAS NOT ANY PAIN, BUT NUMB FINGERS FOR YEARS!!  WHEN THE HEALING WAS COMPLETED, I REMOVED THE STITCHES.  THE SCARS ARE STILL THERE--BUT DARN IT--NO PURPLE HEART FOR A SELF INFLICKED WOUND!!


ON THE 30TH WE AGAIN WAS ON THE ROAD HEADED FOR HOLLAND , TO BE A PART OF THE 9TH U.S. ARMY UNDER THE BRITISH GENERAL MONTGOMERY.  DURING JANUARY- 34 MEN WERE KILLED, 222 MEN WOUNDED AND 6 MISSING.  THE MOVE WAS MADE BY CONVOY BY SOME OF THE 137TH MEN, BUT MOST OF THE MEN WERE MOVED BY RAIL ON 

"40 AND 8"  RAIL CARS--THESE CARS CARRIED EITHER 40 MEN OR 8 HORSES OR CATTLE--THE RAIL TRIP TOOK THREE DAYS.  THE CONVOY WENT NORTH THROUGH NANCY, COMMERCY, ST. MIHIEL, AND STOPPED IN THE W.W. 1 TOWN OF VERDUN FOR THE NIGHT--HERE WE STAYED WITH A VERY FRIENDLY FRENCH COUPLE IN THEIR HOUSE.  EARLY THE NEXT MORNING WE FINISHED OUR JOURNEY TO HOLLAND TO JOIN THE 

XVI CORP. OF THE U.S. 9TH ARMY.  THE TRIP WAS 292 MILES LONG!!

FEBRUARY 1944


REGIMENTAL HEADQUARTERS AND ANTI-TANK CO. WAS IN BANHOLT--NORTH OF LIEGE AND EAST OF MAASTRICHT.  WE REMAINED HERE UNTIL THE 5TH, WHEN WE AGAIN ENTERED GERMANY TO RELEIVE THE  BRITISH 52ND  INFANTRY DIVISION.  OUR 134TH REGIMENT FINALLY REJOINED THE 35TH DIVISION--THEY HAD STAYED IN THE ARDENNES WORKING WITH THE 6TH ARMORED DIVISION WHILE THE 320TH AND 137TH REGIMENTS WENT TO THE 7TH U.S. ARMY.  OUR MOVE WAS TO BOCKET--THE 17TH CAVALRY WAS ON OUR LEFT FLANK AND OUR 320TH REGIMENT WAS TO OUR RIGHT--THE FRONT WAS ON THE WEST SIDE OF THE ROER RIVER AND WAS MOSTLY A DEFENSIVE POSITION.       ALL OF THE TREES IN BOCKET WERE COMPLETELY STRIPPED OF THEIR LEAVES AND MOST OF THEIR BRANCHES BY ARTILLERY FIRE--THE BUILDINGS WERE STILL STANDING AND IN GOOD CONDITION.  AT THE END OF THE MAIN STREET WAS A LARGE CRUXIFIX MONUMENT AND FAR IN THE DISTANCE WAS A CHURCH AND A WINDMILL.  IT WAS HERE THAT WHEN ON GUARD WE WOULD WATCH THE GERMAN V-1'S AND V-2'S FLY OVER AND EXPLODE IN LIEGE AND MAASTRICK.  WHEN THE BRITISH TROOPS  WERE RELEIVED, THEY LOADED THEIR LORRIES WITH ABOUT EVERYTHING THE CITIZENS OWNED INCLUDING THE KITCHEN SINK!!!  CAN'T SAY THAT I BLAME THEM THOUGH--THE LUFTWAFFE HAD NEARLY DESTROYED THE BRITISH ISLES!!


IN A CHURCH THAT THE ENTIRE ROOF HAD BEEN DESTROYED, THE U.S.O. PUT ON A SHOW FOR US FEATURING MICKEY ROONEY AND  A TROOP OF ENTERTAINERS--THIS WAS THE FIRST TIME WE HAD BEEN TREATED TO ANY KIND OF STAGE SHOW DURING THE WAR!!  MICKEY AND HIS TROOP REALLY GAVE US A TERRIFIC SHOW--BECAUSE OF IT, MICKEY BECAME ONE OF MY FAVORITE MOVIE STARS!! 


ALL OF THE TROOPS LEFT BOCKET, AND FOR SOME REASON SOLLIE AND I WERE LEFT IN THE TOWN TO MAINTAIN A COMMAND POST THERE--THE TELEPHONE WAS LEFT CONNECTED FOR US TO ANSWER.  IT STILL IS A MYSTERY, BUT IN A FEW DAYS WE MOVED BACK TO SCHINVELD, HOLLAND WITH THE REST OF THE ANTI-TANK CO.  IT WAS A SCARY SITUATION FOR US!!  IN SHINVELD WE STAYED IN A HOUSE WITH THE PEOPLE THAT OWNED IT.  ON FEB. 24 THE 137TH WAS IN DIVISION RESERVE, BUT THE 320TH AND THE 134TH  JUMPED OFF TO CLEAR THEIR ZONES TO THE ROER RIVER--THE 79TH DIVISION WAS ON OUR RIGHT AND THE 84TH WAS TO OUR LEFT FLANK!  ON THE 25TH THE REGIMENT  CROSSED THE ROER RIVER TO ATTACK THE ENEMY, AND CAPTURED THE TOWNS OF HUCKELHOVEN, GERDERATH, AND ALMYHL.  ON THE 28TH THE TOWNS OF WILDENRATH, RODGE, ARSBECK, MYHL, AND STATION-VLODROP WERE CLEARED OF THE GERMAN TROOPS!!!  THE REGIMENT AGAIN WAS PUT IN A RESERVE STATUS--IN FEB. THERE WERE 5 KILLED, 30 WOUNDED AND 5 MISSING IN ACTION.

FEBRUARY 1945


ON MARCH 2ND THE REGIMENTAL AND ANTI-TANK CO. COMMAND POSTS WERE MOVED TO LEUTH AND ON MARCH 5 CAPTURED THE CITY OF LINTFORT.  TASK FORCE MURRAY WAS ORGANIZED WITH TROOP "E" OF THE 88TH RECONNAISSANCE, CO. "B" OF THE 654TH TANK DESTROYER 

BN. , CO. "A" 748 TANK BN., CO. "B" 809TH TANK DESTROYER BN., MOST OF THE 36TH TANK BN., 49TH INFANTRY BN., COMPANY "B" 53RD ENGINEER BN., AND CO. "B" 80TH ENGINEER BN., PLUS THE 137TH INFANTRY REGIMENT. THE MISSION WAS TO CAPTURE THE CITIES OF RHEINBERG AND OSSENBERG. ON THE 6TH THE 8TH ARMORED TANKS WERE FOLLOWED BY OUR RIFLEMAN AND RHEINBERG WAS FREED OF KRAUT TROOPS.  RHEINBERG WAS A LARGE CITY WHERE A MULTI-MILLIONAIRE MIDGET HAD A HUGE MANSION IN THE MIDDLE OF TOWN--HE HAD MADE HIS FORTUNE FROM MAKING AND BOTTLING "BITTERS" (A MIXER THAT WAS ADDED TO DRINKS).


THAT SAME DAY, AGAIN I HAD TO SECURE AN SCR-300 RADIO FOR A TRIP WITH CAPTAIN RICHARDSON AND HIS DRIVER BILLY.  WE HEADED OUT CROSSING THE DEEP TRACKS THAT THE 8TH ARMORED TANKS  HAD MADE, FINALLY CATCHING UP WITH THE TANKS--THE GERMAN 88'S HAD CAUGHT THEM BY SURPRISE AND KNOCKED THEM OUT--MANY WERE STILL SMOLDERING WITH THE TANKMEN STILL IN THEM--DEAD OF COURSE!!  THE RIDE IN THE JEEP ACROSS THE DEEP RUTS MADE RIDING IN THE BACK SEAT  A VERY ROUGH TIME   I HAD A HARD TIME KEEPING MYSELF FROM FALLING OUT, BUT ALMOST LOST THE RADIO A FEW TIMES!!!!  WHEN WE ARRIVED IN RHEINBERG THE CAPTAIN WENT TO THE NEWLY ESTABLISHED REGIMENTAL COMMAND POST IN THE BITTERS-KING'S MANSION AND THEN FOUND A PLACE TO PUT OUR ANTI-TANK CO. C.P.   IT WAS WAY OUT ON THE EDGE OF THE CITY--FAR FROM THE REGIMENTAL C.P.  THIS OF COURSE MEANT A LONG TELEPHONE WIRE TO BE LAID TO ESTABLISH COMMUNICATIONS--TO THIS DAY I CAN SEE NO REASON FOR THIS!!!  OUR C.P. WAS THEN MOVED TO THE PLACE PICKED BY THE CAPTAIN!!


ON MARCH 7TH TASK FORCE MURRAY CONTINUED TO ATTACK TOWARD OSSENBERG--THE ROAD BETWEEN RHEINBERG AND OSSENBERG WAS DUBBED "88"ALLEY BECAUSE OF THE GREAT AMOUNT OF SHELLING BY THE KRAUT ARTILLERY BATTERIES.  IN OSSENBERG WAS THE SOLVAY WORKS-- THIS WAS A HUGE BRICK MAKING FACILITY WITH A HUGH SLAG PILE .  THE FIGHTING FOR THE TOWN WAS FURIOUS,  WITH THE GERMAN ARMY NOT WANTING TO SURROUNDER THE GROUND TO THE WESER AND RHINE RIVERS--ON THE 9TH OSSENBERG WAS CLEARED OF THE ENEMY

ON MARCH 13TH THE REGIMENT WAS RELIEVED OF THEIR POSITIONS BY THE 75TH INFANTRY DIVISION, AND THE REGIMEMTAL AND A.T. CO. C.P.'S

WERE MOVED TO BREYELL  THE DIVISION WAS IN THE XVI CORP RESERVE UNTIL THE 25TH., WAITING FOR THE NINTH ARMY, CANADIAN, AND BRITISH TROOPS TO COMPLETE THE CROSSING OF THE RHINE RIVER AND

TO  MAKE ROOM FOR THE 35TH DIVISION TO ENTER THE BATTLE IN THE RUHR VALLEY.


ON THE 26TH WE CROSSED THE RHINE RIVER ON A LONG PONTOON BRIDGE PROTECTED BY BARRAGE BALLOONS AND A LOT OF ANTI-AIRCRAFT BATTERIES!!  BEHIND OUR "DODGE POWER-WAGON" RADIO TRUCK WE WERE PULLING A CAPTURED GERMAN PORTABLE GENERATOR

--WE USED IT MANY TIMES, HOOKING IT UP TO THE ELECTRICAL BOXES IN THE HOUSES WHERE WE WERE LODGED--THUS WE HAD LIGHTS.  ON THE TRIP ACROSS THE BRIDGE I SNAPPED A PICTURE WITH MY LITTLE "KODAK BROWNIE" CAMERA OF THE PONTOON BRIDGE!  THE REGIMENT PREPARED AN ATTACK THE NEXT MORNING--THE 35TH WAS ATTACKING BETWEEN THE 79TH AND 30TH INFANTRY DIVISIONS IN THE INDRUSTRIAL REGION OF THE RUHR!!  ON THE 28TH 23 MEN OF COMPANIES "H" AND "G"  WERE MISSING--KILLED OR TAKEN PRISONER.  WHEN THE AUTOBAHN WAS REACHED THE FIGHTING BECAME FIERCER, AS THE ENEMY DIDN'T WANT TO LET THEIR SUPER-HIGHWAY BE CAPTURED!!  THE FRONT CONTINUED TO ADVANCE BEYOND THE AUTOBAHN JUST A LITTLE OVER A MILE FROM THE GREAT INDUSTRIAL CITY OF ESSEN--390 NAZI SOLDIERS WERE TAKEN PRISONERS FOR THE 4 DAYS.  OUR C.P. WAS MOVED FROM BOTTROP TO GLADBECK TO BECKHAUSEN--SOME OF THE CITIES WERE ALMOST COMPLETLY DESTROYED.  THE MONTH OF MARCH SAW 31 MEN KILLED, 161 WOUNDED AND 28 MISSING.

APRIL  1945


DURING THE FIRST 7 DAYS THE REGIMENT CONTINUED TO  DEFEND THE NORTH SIDE OF THE RHEIN-HERNE CANAL, AND ON APRIL 8TH THE REGIMENT GATHERED ALL OF THEIR MACHINE GUNS, ANTI-TANK GUNS, ARTILLERY PIECES PLUS THE ANTI-TANK CO'S CAPTURED GERMAN 88MM

HOWITZER NEAR THE BANKS OF THE CANAL, AND THAT NIGHT THE ENEMY WAS BOMBARDED WITH A LONG-NOISY FIRE DEMONSTRATION FROM EVERY WEAPON THE 137TH HAD!!!  ON THE NEXT MORNING THE 137TH CROSSED THE RHEIN-HERNE CANAL TO CAPTURE THE CITY OF HERNE AND THE RAILROAD MARSHALLING YARDS.  AFTER WE ARRIVED IN HERNE THE CAPTAIN TOLD ME WHERE HE WANTED HIS TELEPHONE INSTALLED--IT WAS IN A BEDROOM IN A STORE FRONT HOME.  AS USUAL I WAS NOSEY AND QUICKLY RIFLED THROUGH THE DRAWERS IN THE CHESTS IN THE ROOM AND CAME UPON A BEAUTIFUL GERMAN DRESS BAYONET--THIS I WASTED NO TIME IN HIDING UNTIL THE TELEPHONE INSTALLATION WAS COMPLETED!!!  WHEN THE OFFICERS LEARNED OF MY DISCOVERY, THEY WEREN'T TOO HAPPY AS THEY SAID THAT THEY HAD ALSO CHECKED THE DRAWERS BUT FOUND NOTHING!!  AGAIN I WAS LUCKY THEY LET ME KEEP MY #1 WAR SOUVENIR!!!


THERE WERE MANY COAL MINES AND FACTORIES IN THIS AREA AND THE GERMANS WERE USING SLAVE LABORERS TO DO THE WORK.  ONE OF THE MANY MEN CAME BY WHERE WE WERE BILLETED--NEVER HAVE I SEEN ANY PERSON SO SKINNY AND PITIFUL--HE WAS JUST SKIN AND BONES!!  THE KRAUTS HAD WORKED THE WORKERS TO DEATH AND BARELY FED THEM ANY FOOD!!  WE HAD BEEN WARNED NOT TO FEED ANY OF THE SLAVE-LABORERS, AS IT WOULD PROBABLY KILL THEM--OUR ARMY WAS TO PROVIDE THEM A PROPER DIET UNTIL THEY RECOVERED FROM STARVATION!!  WE WERE ALL SADDENED BY THIS CRUETY!!


THE ATTACK CONTINUED THROUGH THE INDUSTRIAL RUHR VALLEY AND RESULTED IN THE CAPTURE OF MANY OF THE GERMAN CITIES.  ON THE 12TH THE 137TH CONTINUED TO HOLD AND DEFEND ITS POSITIONS ALONG THR RUHR RIVER, AND THE NEXT DAY THE 289TH REGIMENT OF THE 79TH DIVISION TOOK OVER FROM THE 137TH.  WE LEFT THE AREA IN A REGIMENTAL CONVOY FOR A 220 MILE MOVE TO THE ELBE

RIVER.  THE COMBAT TEAM WENT AS FAR AS EVERINGEN THE FIRST DAY AND CONTINUED ON TO LUDERITZ ON THE 15TH--OVER 475 ENEMY SOLDIERS WERE CAPTURED AFTER FLUSHING OUT A WOODED AREA!!


ONE OF THE CITIES IN OUR SECTOR WAS THE SITE WHERE THE NAZI BUILT THE V-1 AND V-2 ROCKETS--TANGERMUNDE.  SOME OF THE MEN FROM ANTI-TANK COMPANY DISCOVERED 300 RAIL CARS OF V-1 nd V-2 ROCKETS, PLUS RAIL CARS OF OTHER WAR MATERIAL.  ONE OF THE ANTI-TANKERS WAS A FORMER RAILROAD MAN , AND THEY MANAGED TO  SHUTTLED ALL OF THE SCATTERED CARS TOGETHER AND CONSOLIDATED THEM TOGETHER ON ONE SIDING.    I'M SURE THESE WERE USED BY THE U.S.A. TO START OUR SPACE PROGRAM AT RED STONE ARSENAL IN HUNTSVILLE,  ALABAMA, AND I'VE ALWAYS CONSIDERED THIS TO BE THE 35TH DIVISIONS CONTRIBUTION  TO THE AMERICAN SPACE PROGRAM!!!   FROM THE 18TH TO THE 2OTH THE 137TH PATROLED ITS AREA ALONG THE ELBE RIVER.  DURING THIS TIME THE MEN FROM COMPANY "B" DISCOVERED A SUGAR PLANT WHICH HAD A HOARD OF OVER 20 MILLION POUNDS OF WHITE SUGAR.  ON THE 19TH 643 PRISONERS WERE CAPTURED.  BILLY PADGETT ASKED ME ONE DAY IF I WANTED TO GO FOR A RIDE IN THE JEEP HE DROVE FOR CAPTAIN RICHARDSON AND I SAID O.K.  WE WENT OUT ON THE SURROUNDING ROADS AND SOON RAN INTO A SAD LO`OKING GERMAN SOLDIER WALKING BESIDE THE ROAD.  BILLY STOPPED THE JEEP AND ASKED HIM WHERE HE WAS HEADED (IN SOME VERY POOR GERMAN)!!  THE SOLDIER REPLIED THAT HE WAS HEADED HOME TO "HIS FRAU AND KINDER".  HE FIGURED THE WAR WAS OVER FOR HIM AND HE WANTED TO SEE HIS WIFE AND KIDS!!  BILLY MADE HIM SIT ON THE HOOD OF THE JEEP FOR THE RIDE BACK TO THE C.P., AND HE ENDED UP IN A P.O.W. CAMP--TRUTHFULLY I FELT SORRY FOR HIM--IF IT HAD BEEN UP TO ME , HE COULD HAVE CONTINUED ON HIS WAY HOME!!!  IN THIS AREA,  A SALT MINE SHAFT WAS DISCOVERED WHICH CONTAINED THE VITAL FINANCIAL, REALTY, AND HISTORICAN RECORDS OF GERMANY'S BIG CITIES, PLUS THE ART TREASURES, RARE BOOKS AND OTHER TREASUES THAT HAD BEEN LOOTED FROM THE COUNTRIES DEFEATED BY THE NAZI

GOVERNMENT.  COPIES OF ALL OF HITLERS SPEECHES WERE ALSO BURIED THERE!!

 
WHILE NEAR THE ELBE, MORE THAN 1500 ALLIED PRISONERS WERE FREED BY THE 35TH DIVISION, AND THE PRISONER BAG WAS NEARLY 6000

FROM THE ELBE OPERATION--THE TOTAL FOR MAY WAS OVER 31000  PRISONERS TAKEN!!!  TWO ENEMY MEDICAL OFFICERS REQUESTED PERMISSION TO MOVE A FIELD HOSPITAL ACROSS THE ELBE AFTER THEY HEARD THAT THE RUSSIANS WERE TO COME ALL THE WAY TO THE ELBE RIVER TO MEET US--LT. COLONEL O'CONNELL AND COLONEL MURRAY

MADE A DEAL WITH THEM --ONLY IF THEY BROUGHT ALL OF THE ALLIED PRISONERS OF WAR IN THE AREA ALONG WITH THEM, THEY WOULD BE ALLOWED TO MOVE THEIR FIELD HOSPITAL WITH 25 NURSES AND 356 PATIENTS TO OUR SIDE OF THE RIVER!!  WITH THEM THEY BROUGHT 15 AMERICAN, 33 OTHER ALLIED PRISONERS, PLUS 14 SURRENDERING GERMAN SOLDIERS!!!


ON THE 27TH THE 137TH WAS RELIEVED AT THE ELBE RIVER BY THE 102ND INFANTRY DIVISION AND COMPLETED A 120 MILE JOURNEY TO THE AREA AROUND HANNOVER TO GOVERN  AND BE OCCUPATION TROOPS.

FIRST OUR COMMAND POST WAS IN THE FAMOUS TOWN OF HAMELN--WHERE THE PIED PIPER TOOK CARE OF THE RATS IN THE TOWN, THEN WE MOVED TO WENNIGSEN, WHICH WAS A VERY NICE PLACE TO BE!!  BATTLE CASUALITIES FOR APRIL WERE 6 KILLED, 40 WOUNDED AND ONLY 1 MISSING IN ACTION.

